To Countenance and 
Together with: 
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F'Wherein is made appear, that 'tis no61 val 
| yidence,bur Sincerity that makes Men: Az 


Pſal.' 14. 1. The Fool hath þ 
| there is no 
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The PREFACE. 
F any be defirous to know the occaſion of * © - 
' theſe Letters, he need only look abroal, 
and may ſoon ſee that there 'is but too 
much occaſion for them: For Atheiſm is 
ſo ſtrangely encreas'd among us of late Tears, 
and grown to that heighth, that like a torrent 
it overflows the Banks and Boundaries of Laws, 
and hath almoſt tarried away all Religion be» © 
fore it : So that "tis high time to uſe oar be 
Enadeavoars to ſtem this Tide, and if poſſible 
fo pat a ſtop to this overflowing of Ungoaly= 
refs. | $. _ 
It hath been a matter hotly diſputed in for' ** See 
mer times, whether there ever was, or could be 88 
ſuch an Anomalous Creature as an Atheiſt; 
or if any Age had here and there afforded 'one,, © 7 
be was reputed a Monſter or Prodigy, and gazd” 7 
upon as a Wonderful Rarity : But our | Age 55; 
hath pat this matter out of Queſtion and per-" "8 
haps afforded more than any that hath” gome Lite ng HE 2 
fore it; this Monſter is now grown fungiliar, lb 
and, may every day and almoſt every. where be: 8 
ſeen. Atheiſm in old times was o:modejt, "8* 
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_ guiſe; but "tis now bggone bare 
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$ 
caſt of al ane and iy; ana "or the 
fool in David's py only ſaid in his heart, 
#n ours be ſpeaks out,and ſays with his Torgae, 


| there is no God. 
Twill be needleſs to recount here the extream 


Folly and Danger of Atheiſm, which the Reader 
will find in ſome meaſure done in the following 
Letiers : If there be a God that made and 20- 
werns the World, (as there is all the Reaſon 
in the World from the Mate and Management 
it to believe there is) what a vile affront 
Lhe” it be to Queſtion his Being, and to go a- 
boat to argae bim out of the World, that made 
ard plePd ns in it * This muft tear up all Re- 
ligion by the Root, ſubvert the Foundation of 
haman Society, and deſtroy all that Truſt and 
Confidence we ought to have in him and one 4- 
nother : Tea, the Atheiſt is the moſt groſs and 
filly of all Impoſtors, for he puts a cheat. apon 
himſelf, and not only excludes him from all 
the C omfort and He pine he mi gh hope from 
+ ſo lovely 4 Being, but expoſes Vimſelf ta all 
' that Miſery and Pun ment, that may be fear- 
-ed from. an incenſed Deit 
And. yet as filly as. He zs, he tis not only 
willing to be thas groſs decein/d himſelf, bat 
3s very buſie t0.draw in and deceive others, and 
Fo ny Profelztes to.ſuch 4 ſenſeleſs and fatal 
oftare ; by which weans the infection of this 
eads dayly, and the arſtemper tis well. 
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The PREFACE 
. Now this Myſtery of Iniquity workin ſo 
fronghy in our days,and this Spiritual wicketd- 
neſs being again ſeated in high places, *w11/ 
be requiſite (if it may be) both to detect and de- 
throne it, *Tis indeed a matter Worthy the in;- 


quiry of the beſt and wiſeſt Men, to ſearch into 


the bottom of this Evil, that by knowing the 
Cauſe, they may the better apply timely Reme- 
dies for the Care of it, before the diſtemiper 
grow inveterate and incurable ; for tho? all ſin 
zn general, yet an Atheiſtical Contempt of God, 
and boldneſs in ſinning do more particularly un- 
dermine the Peace and Proſperity of a Nation, 
and more than ordinarily haften and ripen it 


for deſtruttion. 


Now tho” there may be ſonie latent Caaſes _ 
of Atheiſm,that lye more hidden and ont of fight, 


et there are others that are more viſible, anll —* 


apparently lead to this great Evil: The loofen- 
zng the Principles of Religion and Government 
hath certainly a great hand in it ; the diffolu= 
ing the Tyes of Juſtice and Honeſty does not a 
little contribute towards it,and the breaking the 
Bonas of Unity and Peace have ay eafſe and na- 
tural tendency to it : bow much the inmmodeſty 
and immorality of the Stage hath thhded this 
way, hath been lately ſhew'd by an excellent Pep ; 
what miſchief hath proceeded from that othey 
Stage, I mean the Conventicle, ſad experience 


' may inform us; and how mach RE hath 


faffered by a new Set of Reformers, who ave for 
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E Monſter "ip. its own ſhape, and be thereby in- 
 dyced-to ſhun andatteſt if, Farewel - 
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The CONTE N TS, 


k. 


Letter . I, 8 


F the Atheiſts caſting -off the awe and < 
ſenſe of 4 Deity, the better to enjoy and mu 


mndulge his Laſts. Page I : 
Letter 2. "6 Y 
Of his ſolving the Phanomena of the World - OM 
without 4 Deity. .Þ. IE 4 
Letter 3. 


Of his endeavouring to ſtifle the C contig 
and Notices that Conſcience gives of a Dei- 


J F%, o bs 
Letter . 4. 
Of his aſcribing the Notion of « God to ea] 
of Belief and fond Credulity. p-* 5A Fong C 
4" Bok” 
Of tis reſolving it into the Principles and .. ve. 7 
Jaaices of Education. Pea8;: 14 
- Letter 6. AY 


Of his attribati ing to Fear or 4 $ 
Dread of ſome inviſible Powers«. 
= 7 -:-- 
Hrs aſcribing it to State- Fo 
er 
*” iis it to Con ommon C ca 
- Letter 9. "6 
- He denied of the Notion and Being 0 fa 


Wes 00 $a 


ens =... Letter To. D 
Of the anequal Diſtribation of Earthly things. 
Er") ow h Pp. 78 
4 + Letter 11. 
Of his taking advantage from the Diſputes 
' and Differences in Religion. P. 86 
VHt, Letter 12. 
| His mgking uſe of the Hypocriſie of Pretendeys 
<  - fFocaft off all Religion. P.. 93 
PEE > ' Letter - 13. 
= Of Scoffing at Religion. Þ. 99 
3 : Letter 14. | 
bh His charging Religion with a Fooliſh Bargain. 
WEE OSE 5 2057) 2, P. Io06 
"CER Letter . 25. CN 
=. - The Cloſe, containing ſome Direttions for the 
* Cureof Atheiſm. P: 113 
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Received yours, wherein I find E- 
you! paſſionate]y- bewailing 
rowth of Atheiſm ;. and very 
efirous to: know. ſoinething of 
= the Cauſes and Cure of it. . 
Fam ſufficiently ſenſible: of the Ju- 
Rice of the Complaint, and becauſe this 
Evil hath fo malign an influence, not - - 
only on the private but pu /e 
fare, cannot but commend x 


G 


of. your Requeſt, and therefore ,ſhall b 
En eavour ſomethi | 'S towards your Jae h g Ry 
tisfaQtion. Hoch © Lad = 
7.1, - And here; the Firſt and Grand I 
Device. of the Atheiſt; that « curs ta BE 
our. view, is;. 'The caſting aff 1 the Ay © 5, 
and dreadiof 4 Deity, the more ſegu ROSE 
rs eapey and:indulge hjs Luſts:" 
& the great epth of .t q 
ry of Iniquity, which muſt the 
z little -ſearcht. into and unra 


berter fre the malig: 
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and Debauchery of mens lives is the 


S anggoraty all Atheiſm; 
nt ic] e a Patty 
againft Religion, whoſe Chief defign 


neſs! nmake 

it is to check and controul them ; and 
where Religion is not ſtrong ehongh 
to fubdye mens Luſts, there mens laſt: 

ll-he Rrong enough to ſubdue Meir 

eligion ; theſe 'are contrary or 
ihe Other; hd 4s the one"gets-grol 
the & -loſes it : 'When. Vice: 
Wi oſs have-taken-poſſeſſion:of the 
heart, 23nd prevail'd over the; AﬀeRti- 
i thy Joon Uraw'the: Mind over' to 


a 


Ons, 


"> AE FI >: "Corrupr 'PraCtices, | naturally 
+7 = 2 je ad'ro Corrupt Principles ;-:andithe de- 
2b bauchery 6fManners,ofcourſe,bring SON 

the debauchery of the Mind. That there 

are” Aron P Propenſities: and/ Inclinati 

ons if! Bd Natures/td wickedneſsa a 

ice,--i5: 2 thing2too Ienfibly-felt:to 

d4oy proof; . andcthat theſe/ni 

_ and ffequertly\ do, wear off/and 
"I " ker tethe Natural Tmpreſfions ofGood 
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riſes 5 agg ;\whar 'A naturalren>.. 5 


/ and engage it againſt | all | 


wt 


the <Courſe,of mens lives top 
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Honey adini hath to Atheiſm,balf an.eye 
may. Uifover: For,whil{t men retain any 
love to Virtue, and keep the maſtery 
over , their Lufts and vile AﬀeCcti- 
ons, ſo long they retain their Religi- 
on, and keep .up a-due ſenſe and ve- 
neration of -the Divine Majeſty ! but 
when they ſtrike off from the love and 
praQtice of Virtue, and ler looſe the 
reins to their vitious AJnclinations, 


they naturally run into Irreligion and 


Atheiſm; for:Virtue and Goodneſs being 
the only Curb to reſtrain this-Extrava- 
gance, when that 1s gone, they have 


[nothing left to. ſtop them in the Career, 


and fo-are hurried on headlong{iato the 


- [gulph of Atheiſm, If you-obſerve ir, 


Good men are never difposd roAtheiſm; - 


[cis the grief and abhorrence, but never 


the Choice.of ſuch Perfons:: Tis only 
the profligate and-prophane, who have 
finn'd away the ſenſe! of a Deity, that 


{fly toit for ſhelter : 'and:ro, give/their 
[luſts rhe. freer ſcope, make their laſt 
[reſort to :it.. Yea, theſe too' muſt \in; 


ja. great meaſure in-mgas #hemſelves; 
| betort they can ſo far degenerate; and 


4a a; manager tarn oy, pore __ 
7 Jar aa Atheiſts. | 


(4) - = 
neſs and debauchery of mens. lives up-f 
on the producing of Atheiſm? Why,Þ 
Great,every way. As, F-(:3 
Firſt, Mens wicked lives make. it! 
their Intereſt that there ſhould be noff 
God; and this gives a Biaſs to the mind|l 
that itrongly draws it 1nto Atheiſm | 
All fiin and wickedneſs being repugnant 
to the-Purity and Perfe&tion of a Su 
premeBeing,and contrary to the expreſ; 
Declarations of his Will, muſt neceſſa 
"rily' incut his:diſpleafure : And tho! In 
finite Goodneſs may warn Sinners 0 
- the danger, yet Infinite Juſtice canne 
3 ſuffer the wilful Violations of his Au 
b -- thority and. Laws to:go unpuniſh'e 
bo Now, reſolute and obſtinate Sinners 
C: - +being conſcious how they have affron 
ed ſuch a Being, and thereby rendre 
themſelves obnoxious to his juſt Indip 
nation and Vengeance, have all the req 
fon in the world to dread him:; 'and, 
 they-can, to fly from him ; frony whor 
_ they can have no other. than fearfi| 
- ExpeQations of Wrath, andthe Rev 
,.Jation of Righteous Judgment :: An 
- /, haying thus made him their -Enent 
 *tis plainly become their Intereft-thy-1 
there ſhould be no {ach Being;::*Now--1 
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fluence on mens Inclinations; and as 
up-fley eaſily believe what makes for them, 
hy,#0.they are hardly perſwaded to. that 
yhich makes againſt them : Hence we 

>. jefſee, that Good men ealily believe a God, 
1offrom whom they have well-grounded 
ind hopes of Happineſs anda future Reward: 
im {whereas wicked. men are very hardly 
and brought to it, becauſe they have reaſon 
SJ only to fear him, and can look for no- 


ref thing bur eternal miſery and deſtruQi- 


{1a$-0n from him : And if at any time they 
Tn] haveany Faith in him, *tis but like that 
- of of the Devils, to believe and tremble. 
nof Again, 

Aul 24h, Mens wicked lives having made 
vql it their Intereſt that there ſhould be no 
ers] God, their next ſtep is to make it their 


ar Wiſh that there were none. This is 


re{ another piece of this Myſtery of Iniqui- 
lig| fy, 42nd a farther advance to Atheiſm : 


red For,the belief of an Incens'd Deity, muſt. - 
needs fit very uneafie upon the mind ; 
it cannot byt fret and gall, and fillit 


| with contiqual hprrour and perplexity : 
The Senſe of this ſerves to imbitter 
the Pleaſures of Sin, to put a check up- 
71 ga mens Vices, and will not ſuffer them 
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| (6) 
under this Check: And -this makes 
them defirous to rid themſelves of the 
awe and ſenſe of ſuch an uneafie Being. 
The good man finds that eaſe-and ſatis- 
faction in the ſenſe of '& Deity, that he 
wou'd not for any thing be without it, 
for it fills him with joy an#- contetit 
now,and gives hit Peace and Happineſs 
at the laſt; Inſbmuch; -that were he to 
wiih hmafelf the  Chiefeſt Good, it 
would be in the comfort 'and complas- 
cence he feels in the belief of a Deity, 
Whereas the looſe and wicked perſon; 
15 haunted with perpetual Fears ahd' 
Terrors ; and the diſquietude he. feels; 
from the apprehentions of a God, drives 
him to wiſh -there were. no ſuch Bes 
ing to obſerve and puniſh him; ard” 
then a-imall matter will perſwade him 
to it; for, Facile credimas, quod volutimas, 
we eaſily believe what we long and de- 
fire ſhotla Vo rive, ooo 
* 3aty, And this leads to the third and 
laſt ftep to Atheiſm, which 1s; from 
wiſhing there were no God, to'endea- 
vouring to perſwade themſelves that 
there 1s none; there being an eaſie and 
natural rranfirion, from the one to the 
other ; for the Will and'AﬀeCtions have 
a great ſway onthe Underſtanding jand 
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(9) 


when Intereſt hath engag'd the: former, 
they ſoon draw-the latter to their ſide; 
ſo that what men make their Wiſh, 
quickly becomes their Choice; . and 
7a a defire to diſcard the Deity, eaſi- 
ly come to deny and disbelieve hm. 

But by what Means do they endea- 
vour and effe&t this ? Why, | 


1. Firſt, Fhey muſter upall their Rea- 
ſon and Wit to argue againſt the Being 


- 
. 


of a God, and ſeek to diſpute him out of 
the world. To this end, they labour, 
as well as they can, to weaken the force 
of all thoſe Arguments that are brought 
for the proof of a Deity, and make the 
beſt ſhift they can, either to anſwer or 
evade them. Apain, they magnifie the 
ſtrength of thoſe Arguments that are 
brought againſt ſuch a Being; And, 
(tho? to prove a Negative, in this as in 
many other caſes, be both irrational 
and impoſſible, yer) to ſhew their good- 
will to their Maker, the flend*reft Ca- 
vils or Probabilities of this nature ſhall 


have a mighty force with them ; and 


the ſlighteſt Sophiſtry be advanc'd in- 


to Demonſtration. Bur if this will not 


do, they endeavour, FH £3, 
'2. To baniſh all thoughts of God 


- Out of their mind, and to caſt off the re- 


B 4 mem- 


4 , 
FIT hs 


- membrance of him : Becauſe they can- 
not ſin quietly for him, they reſolve not 
to think of him, and therefore put thoſe 
thoughts far from them that give them 
this diſturbance. ' This was the Atheiſts 
courſe' in David's time, who tells us, 
[That God was not in all their thoughts ; ] 
yea, that his thoughts' were always 
grievous to'them ; and therefore they 
removed them far out of their fight, 
that they might have:no fear of him: be- 
fore their Eyes : And the thoughts of a 
.God that obſerves and records.our AQti- 
ons, and will one day reckon for them, 
are ſtill irkſom and grievous to impe- 
niteht ſinners; which makes them uſe 
theit Art 'to get rid of them. Indeed, 
.couldghey bur reconcile the belief of a 

Deity, with theenjoymeat of their luſts, 
the. thoughts of him would be caſle e- 
nough to. them; and' this temptation 

_ to Atheiſm in a 'great meaſure ceaſe » 

' Could they ſerve the true God, as the 
Heathens did' the falſe ones, with rior 
and uncleanefs, none would be greater 
Votaries'than'they : But ſince the ſenſe 
of him Rtikes ſuch a damp upon their 
Pleaſures, and puts ſuch a'curb and re- 

| raint upon their Vices, they cannot a- . 

- way with the thoughts of him, and. 
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(9) 
herefore labour to 7 their minds of thy 
Belicf that they may be rid ofthe fear of 


ſuch a Being. Bur, is this a wiſe or ſafe 


courſe ? No,extremely fooliſh and dange- 
rous: for,tho'it be weakneſs to fear where 


- no fear is, yet not to fear where there is a 


juſt cauſe and a proper Object for it, is 
the height of Folly : And, to ſhut our 
” bo againſt a certain Danger, for fear 
ot being frightned by it, is no better 
than 'madneis. Indeed, could we put 
out. the Sun by winking, or avoid the 
danger of Divine Vengeance,by ſhaking 
off the dread of it, there night be ſome 
ſhew' of Realon for our Gabelief ; bur, 
ſince the truth of things depends ' not 
upon our belief” or disbelief 'of them ; 
and the'very Notion of a Deity implies 
a neceſſity of Exiſtence, it muſt be mon- 
ſtrouſly ſenſeleſs and unreaſonable, to 
caſt off the awe and dread of him. 
Again, To regulate our Faith by inter- 
eſt and affeQion,is to walkby a falſe and 
crooked Rule : For, theſe being fre- 
quently corrupted, clap a wrong Biaſs 
upon the Mind, which too often turns it 
trom the Truth, and turns it unto Fa- 
bles: And conſequently, to ſteer our 
courſe by theſe meaſures, is to follow a 


falle 


i 


falſe Guide,; which muſk, lead us out of 
our 'way.. Indeed, would men rightly 
underſtand and follow, their true-Inter- 
eſt, it would then lead them arighr int 
the. paths of Religion, there being no 
vrt or ſecurity atall to be had with- 
out it: But, when they weakly miſtake 
their Intereft, and. vainly -wiſh there 
were no Superior Being to obſtruS it, 
they do but court miſery, and fondly 
chyſe their own deftruction. Be 

\ It ſhort, the vaſt riſque that theſe 
men run, plaigly ſhews it to be extreme- 
ly unſafe and*dangerous ; For, if the 
Atheiſt find at laft that there is a God, 
whom he hath all his life-time deny*d 
and deſpis?d, what unſpeakable Horror 
muſt ſeize; his. guilty Soul, which muſt 
groan for ever-under the wrath of ſuch 
an Almighty Being, and be eternally 
miſerable without eaſe or remedy ? The 
 Good-manggins no riſque at all, for 
the ſenſe of ſuch a Being hath made 
him more -healthful'and eaſie to him- 
ſelf, more uſeful and ſerviceable to. 0- 
thers, and more honoured and reſpeQ- 
ed of all men for both: And if there be 
no God at laſt, he cam find no incon- - 
yenience in this beliefs” but if there be 
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one, he hath infinitely the beegy ory; 


being ſure to be Eccraally Happy in 
his favour and Yreſence, - 

- So that if this were 'but a doubtful 
Caſe, common prudence teaches men 
to' chuſe the ſafeſt ſide; to” which 


therefore 'twill be our Wiſdom! to In- 
cline. 1 am, ; 


STR, 
_— mw Your hearty Filed, 
A B. 


LET TER UI. 


SIR, 


Find you ſenſible," tyour laſt, of 

the great evil and danger of that 
Artifice which hath drawn ſo many in- 
to- Atheiſm, (viz.) The caſting off 
the awe and-ſenſe of a Deity, that they 
ray go on the more ſecurely ; in their 


Sins.” T proceed ih this to another De- 
h vice made uſe of to the fame purpoſe, 


(and 


x. 


"pn 


(and that -is) me Mens endeavour: - 
to. ſolve the Phenomena of the U-. 
niverſe, and to'give an account of the 


Exiſtence, of the World: without a Su- 


cnown, that one . of the 
Principal Arguments and: Demonſtra- 
tions of a Deity, is taken from the 
Works both of Creation and Provi- 
dence; [ The Inviſible things of God 


from the Creation of the World, be- 


j ly ſeen, evep his Eternal Pow- 
Godhead] And tis evident, (as 
tha "Has Apoſtle told the Men of Ly- 

fra) That God hath not left himſelf with. 
out witneſs, in that he doth good, and 
giveth rain from Heaven, and fraitful 


ſeaſons, filling our hearts with. food” and 


 pladeſe. Ipdeed, che admirable frame 


and order of the World, together with 
the wonderful Proviſion made for _ 
the Creatures 1 in it, plainly beſp 

Almighty t, to be:bath. the Com: 
triver _ Preſerver of it: Yea,there ag 


' thoſe viſible marks of an Infinite Pow- 
'&r, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, ftampt 


upon-every, Creature, that. manifeſtly 
ſhew the Finger of a God; and di- 
re& our Minds to the; Knowledge and 
Contemplation of him. 


Now. 
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Now to: evade this clear and pal- 
pable Proof of: his Being, the Atheiſt 
Tacks' his -Brain'to find out a way of 
-accounting' for theſe things, without . 
a firſt Cauſe or Orderer of them. And 
of 'theſe there are' two ſorts, viz. 
"The firſt; Of: thoſe that affert the 
Eternity of the World. 
- The other, Of ſuch-as make it the 
Product of Chance and Fortune.--'The 
Former, are the followers of Ariſtotle, 
and the Latter of. Epicaray. Both which 
ſhew theit- great unwillingneſs to be- 
lieve a Deity ; .and how defirous they 
are to live without God in the World. 
But let us Examine the Account they 
give us of theſe Matters. To which 
end, let us begin with the ficlt ſort. 
1, Who, to ſet aſide a Firſt Cauſe, 
affirm . the World to have had no 
beginning, but to have been from Eter- 
nity, -as it'now'is; there having been 
an- Eternal Succeſſion of Men and all 
other Creatures; as we now find 'it. 
_ Now,. what proof is offer*d for this 
bold Affirmation? Why, none at-all, 
 *tis a precarious Aﬀertion,taken'up from 
« The ſingle: Opinion of Ariflotle, with- 
:-out' any offer 'of Proof, or colour of 
 - Reaſon; and only ſhews that ſome 
. Men 


3 


_— 
Men have a mind-to- haye,j ſo;/a0d 
would fain perſuade ithe ors, _ 
others. to it, if \they. ;Gan. p 
this Opinion, as deliver'd by Ape 
ſerves not the Atheiſt's =4 Ne ] 
For, tho? he afficmed the :Worls to | 
 have-.n0 Beginning, yet he ſaid} not 
*twas of its ſelf ; but -tach it. praceed- ; 
et from-:God, by. the way of.a Na- ; 
tural and neceſſary Effeft, as Jight-does 
from the Sun, Where there 1 i a; plain 
Conteffion of-a God, from whonr.the 
World 'and. all-things in it ſprang by 
A [Natural and Eternal ' Emangtion. 
$0. thatihe.did. not, with the Modern 
Atheiſts; {zt ip the Notion of the Eter- 
nity.of the World; .to: exclude a- Firſt 
O—__ but thought it to be. conliſtet 
witly it. 

Buf is : there any! Profthat the World 
had a. Beginning; 4nd that there-is a 
Firſt Cauſe-and Maker-of it? Yes; 

as; great as the:\Nature-of the thing 
is:capable-of ; which-þ&ing a matter 
20 of Fact'of an ancient :Date,, can only 
” berprovdhy Teſtimony;/.and the fair 
E appearances of Reaſon +. -And if both 
theſe, coricur. in» the, matter-before us ; 
*ris'as muck as the. on_ will wes? 
an 
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and . conſequently, as much as any 
Wiſe man wall require. 

- '1f. And Firſt, that the World was 
"made and had a Beginning, we have 
the Teſtimony of all Mankind from 
the' firft making of it ; there being an 
'Univerfal Tradition hereof, *deliver'd 
down thro? every Age ſince its Be- 
ginning. The Egyptians, and Pheni- 
cians of old ; the Gretians , Aſſyrians, 
Perſians, and Romans, of Jatter Date, 
all had, and handed down this Tra- 
dition. Yea, the Izaiazs and all other 
the moſt .rude and barbarous Nati- 
ons, that had little or no' Commerce 
with other Nations, concurrd in this 
Belief ; all.of them worſhiping a God, 
whota'they own'd to be the Maker and 
'Governour of the World. And tho' 
ſome. difference hath been found abour 
the Computation of "Time; and the 
Age of the World, yet all agree in. 
this,, that it 'was made. * Yea, we find 
"Ariſtotle himſelf, who' was the firſt AC 
'Ferter of the” Eternity of the World, 
(in his , Book De Mundo, Chap. '6th) 
freely confeſling, that. *twas a gene- 
ral Tradition among 'all 'Men, that 
all. things are of, God, and were made 
by him. * $7.4, 


» 
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2aly. Again 


244, Aga ain, Secandh, we ; find this 
Vniverkil radition confirmed by. the 
Written Hiſtories of all Times ang 


Places ever ſince, If we allow 
the Credit of the firſt and ancienteſt Bi 


ſtorian {which cannot be in Reaſon de- + 


nied him) we have a full and con iſtent 
Relation of the Beginning of the World 
and all things in it, which hath been 
'receiv'd,, and recorded from. him. i in 
all ſucceeding Ages ; and is 'moſt_ a- 
grecable Th the Account which all 
other ncient Writers, whether Poers 
or Philoſophers, give of this matter, 
being in_ all probability derived from 
him : Infomuch, that we find Ariforle 
himſelf (in his Book De C#lo, lib. 1. 
6ap. 10. ) Once more acknowledging, 
that all the Philoſophers that were be- 
fore bim, did hold that the World was 


made. : 
3ah, Moreover, Thirdly y, we can trace 


up the Original of all Arts and Scien- 


ces, in the ſeveral Times and Places, 
when, and where they . were firſt In- 
vented : Which, if the World were E: 
ternal , - would have been found out 

before, and been known, far be- 


1o 
long be Memory : Unlefs weean fog 


*S+ that all Men in the ig 
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fore we have any Account, paſſed an 
Eternity in a deep Sleep; and were 
all ſo dull, as either to do nothing 
Memorable, or ' to be unable or un- 
willing to Record it. -And therefore 
Lucretias wilely asks the Queſtion, If 
the World had no Beginning, how 
comes it to paſs, that the moſt Anci- 


_ ent Poets mention nothing higher than 


the Theban War, and the Deſtruction 
of Troy? 
And indeed, if the World had no 
beginning, it 1s ſtrange that no ac- 
count ſhould be given of any thing 
in that Eternity of Duration, before 
the World is faid to begin: And that 
all things that are known, ſhould be- 
found out and Recorded ſince that 


time. 


4. Beſides Fourthly, We ſee the fun- 


dry parts of which the World confifts, 


to be ſubject to decay and Corruption 
and had they been ſo Trom all Eterni- 
ty, they muſt in all probability have 
utterly peri{h?d and come to nothing 

long ſince. The Frame of the World, 
1s compos'd of ſuch frail Corruptible 
Materials, that, in an infinite fpace; 


| would neceflarily diſſolve, and fall a- 
| funder, without a Superiour Power to 


C uphold 


(18 ) | 

uphold and keep the parts together. 
This we may ſee excellently urg'd by 
Lacretias (Lib. 5.) where he tells us, 
© That the World muſt necelſarily be 
« acknowledg'd to have had a begin- 
« ning, otherwiſe, thoſe things which 
« are in their own Nature corruptible, 
« could never, from all Eternity, have 
& held out againſt all the forcible and vi- 
&« olent Afſaults and Accidents, which 
«in an infinite duration muſt have 
* happen'd to them. And therefore we 
find, that 4riforle having affirm'd the 
World to have had no beginning, was 
thereby driven in his own defence, to 
affirm, it can have no end; for what- 
ſoever hath an end, muſt have a be- 
ginning : And if the Frame of the 
World be Subje& to Diffolution, it 
could not poſſibly have been from E- 
ternity. In ſhort, we plainly ſee, that 
all things are ſome way or other pro- 
duc*d ; every man is of another; and 
every other thing hath ſome Cauſe 
_ of his: Being, which muſt neceffarily 
lead up to a firſt Cauſe, which is of 
its ſelf, and made and preſerves all 0- 
cher : Andif the World had no begin- 


ning, we may fafely conclude, it muſt] 


long fince have had an end. So that 


this} 


"this Firſt Fhpotheſis of the Eternity of- 
the World, taken up without any proof, 


_ Upon the {ſingle Authority of Ar:/torle, 


againſt the Univerſal Belief and Tra- 
dition of Mankind, is, both unreaſon- 
able and unaccountable. v 

2. Let us proceed then, Secondly, 
to that of Epicarus, and ſee whether 
that be any better. And here, to ex- 
clude a Deity or firſt Cauſe, we find 
him affirming, that the World was 
made by Chance, and all things 1n it 
came together of themſelves, by ſome 
lucky Hits and Accidents : An account 
whereof is briefly this, (viz.) * They 
&« tell us, that the Matter of which the 
« World was fram'd, was from Eter- 
© nity ; and likewiſe, an Infinite emp- 
« ty ſpace, for the innumerable ſmall 
« Particles (calPd Atomes) ' to move 
« and play in: And that theſe being 
« in continual motion, did after infi- 
« nite Tryals and Rencounters, with- 
« out the help or direction of a Supreme 
« Being, by lucky Hits and Chances, 
«ſettle at laft in that goodly Frame 
«© and Order of things, which we now 


_ & fee, and find the World to be 10. 


A goodly account indeed ! Which 


-Erves only to ſhew, that ſome men 


C 2 are 


| ( 20 ) 
Are willing to believe any thing ra- 
- ther than a God. For, wha: ever 
heard. of a Houſe that was. made 
without Hands ? Or a Book-compos'd 
by an, accidental jumbling and meet- 
ing together of Letters and Syllables of 
heir own. accord ? And yet, ;Thjs is 
far more eafie to be. imagin'd, than for 
ſo Stately and Beautiful a StruQure 
as this of the World, to be rais'd 
without an  Artificer : -Or the great 
Volume of the; Univerſe, to be com- 
pil'd withour an Author, | But, what 
-Foundation. _ .hath this yain and 
incredible. Fhpothefis ? Why, none but 


* 


the bold confidence of Epecaras and 
his Followers, grounded upon a de- 
fire of letting loofe the Reins. to 
"his Appetite, and enjoying ſenſual 
Pleaſures without controul. Indeed, 
there can be no poſſible evidence of 
the World's being... thus made by 
chance : For, . theſe Atomes af which 
he ſpeaks are altogether, inviſible; 
and, for '-ought we know, moye -0n- 
ly in the empty ſpace of an. Fpicu- 
reay Brain. Yea, there is. all ima- 
ginable Evidence to the contrary : 
For, there are thoſe apparent Marks of 


Infan 
nite. 
o - 
5 
4 = 
AJ 
% _d . 
. os; "8% 5 . SL 4 5 F x; by Y 
- Ae 4 - F.5* 2% - "Ky 


” Sr” = TX Ho > WR” WT. OUT IND OS IO Dy 


»1 £5 ©; 04) rpm Ml os ent is A £5. fad ar A > 


1 OO 7 


A 2+ ) 
Infinite Power and Wiſdom* in the: 
Frame of the World, that render it 
altogether impoſſible to be' the effe&t 
of Chance: ©: for, ' ſince -- none- could 
ever ' ſpeak of a StruQure, where all 


the parts of 1t came together of -them- 


ſelves'; #nd we" never- read” of! any 
thing Gredt' atd Noble, -that was ever 
effetted''or: came to paſs that 'way ; 
how ſenfeleſs is it to conceive;'' that 
chis glotibus' and regular: Fabrick of 
the World, which ' affords as many 
Wonders as Parts, ſhould/be:the work 
of any other than a Divine Hand. 

So that the Folly of 'this-Device, 
of giving” aiy4account/ of rhe Being 


and ig ry of the World,/ with- - - 


out '#'D is' very & vehr; for. 
it rhe} the A Senſe of 
Mankind trial Apes ; and oppoſes 
2 Truth,” that" hath ſwinrd' 7 Hams | 
pd > Piero '6f © time without inter- 
| eee is the- Evil and 
Digs 'lefs ' viſible, than the / Folly 
font For, this is the ' higheſt Af- 
front+ and TIndignity that can be of- 
Rrd 'to-'our Maker, to rob him of 
the Hoibuy" of- his Works, and to 
eny him the” Glory that ſhould ac- 
crae from' them. There js certainly 
yo C 3 2 
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wo -due to the 'Soveraign Lord 
an 


Maker of the Univerſe; which 


is to be. paid by all his. Creatures, 
but eſpecially by Man, who is made 
the - viſible Lord and Vice-Roy of 


this lower World: Now, to call in 
queſtion his making or right of govern. 


ing. the World, is to deny him this 
Homage; and conſequently to prove 
Rebellious to our Supreme Lord. and 
Maſter ; which” muſt needs be a mat- 
ter of extreme and inconceivable dan- 
ef. . £34 ORE (if | 
. Again, 2d.  *Tis a high, piece gf 
Togratitude to diſown our Maker and 
chiefeſt BenefaQour, from whom we 
receive Life and Breath and all things; 
and: to: whom. we owe therefore our 
loudeſt | Praiſes and [Thankſgivings : 
way, fhew forth the: Glory . of God, 
what Unworthineſs - is it in. Man, 
who was chiefly defign'd_;for thax 
end, to. with-hold it from.him: This 
is, not only. negligently to obſerve 
the Works of the. Lord, but. utterly 


And when all other Creatures in, their 


of his Hand: Which muſt needs ſink 


him who was- made {ſomewhat highs 
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higher than the Angels, into a Con- 
dition lower and worſe than the 
Beaſt that periſheth. 

3aly, Yea (Thirdly) This is not on- 
ly a high piece of injuftice and 1n- 
gratitude to our Maker, but a great 
tnjury to Mankind ; who are hereb 
deprivid of that Aſſiſtance and Af- 
fiance, they might have in a Supreme 
Being ; and conſequently of that com- 
fort and benefit they might receive from 
him. We dayly ſee what impotent and 
teeble Creatures, even the beſt of Men 
are ; liable to a thouſand miſeries and 
misfortunes, which they can neither 
prevent nor remove : Now the on- 


ly comfort or relief we can have a- 


oainſt Theſe ; is, in the Apprehenſions 
of a God, who is of infinite Power 
and Goodneſs; and conſequently, both 
able and willing to help us: There 

we may ſafely repoſe our Truſt and 
Confidence, with well-grounded hopes 
of a ſupply of all our wants, and a 
happy iſſue out of all our afflictions : 
Now, by calling in Queſtion the Truth 
of ſuch a Being, who is the Author 
and diſpoſer of ſuch Events, Men 
bereave themſelves of all theſe com- 


fortable expectations, and make them- 
C 4 ſelves 


( 24 ) 
ſelves miſerable by their own Infidelity. 
- So that this Device of the Atheiſt, is as 
imprudent as *tis unreaſonable ; 'for it 
deprives him of all that comfort, 
which he might have in this Life; 
and excludes him from all that hap- 
pineſs, ' to which he was deſign'd in . 
om next, | 
Theſe are obvious Truths, on which 
I ſhall not need to enlarge; and ſhall 
therefore leave them to your farther 

Meditation, - I ar, 


STR, 


Your true Friend, 


A. B 
alc os 
SIR, 


N yourlaſt I find you ty own the 

works of Creation and Providenee|. 

ry be palpable Demonſtrations. of a}- 
Deity, and wonder at the Atheiſts "oe | 
neſs: 


'their own Mind or Conſcience : Sole 


Ae es 


ing or gainſaying them. | 

I proceed in this to another Device 
to the ſame purpoſe, and that is the ſj- 
lencing the Voice of Conſcience, and 


ſtifling the frequent Notices and A- 


larms it gives of a Supreme Being : A- 
mong the other witneſles that God hath 
left us of himſelf, that of Conſcience 
is none of the leaſt, which for. the clear 
and uncontrolable Evidence-: of its 
Teſtimony, hath been reckoa'd more 


w *% 


than a thouſand witneſſes. That we' 


might not be left without ſufficient 
Light in a matter of ſo great moment, 
God Almighty hath not only Engraven 
his own Image and Superſcription up- 
on the Works of his Hand, that by the 
frequent viewing thereof, wg might be 
ſtill minded of him ; but hath Iikewiſe 
ſet up a conſtant Monitor, .1n every 
Man's Breaſt; that by hearkening to. it 


we might never forget him: This, as 


that which is ftiPd the Light. of Na- 
ture, and by ſome the Light within 


them, which, if rightly underſtood,mult 


be meant of this Die&ive, Lighr - 


4% 


% 


ſtiles #t, the Candle of the Lord, ©0%,.4 
light , S 2 
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 - lightusinthe way, that we ſhould go. 
=. The Prophet [/aras calls it, « voice behind 
RR or within us, ſaying, this is the way walk 
in it, when we are turning either to the 
right hand or to the left, St. Paal 
told the Gentiles, that tho? they had no 
written Law, yet they were a Law to them- 
ſelves, their Conſcience bearing witneſs, 
and their thoaghts accuſing or excaſing 
one another, Rom. 2. And withal adds, 
that as God hath not /eft himſelf without 
witneſs, —_ given, ſufficient notice 
of his Being : fo he had left them, with. 
out excuſe, 1f they did not Worſhip and 
Glorifie him as they ought. 

But how does Conſcience give this 
notice and conviction of a Deity ? Why, 
ſundry ways ; as, 

*D Firſt, By its ſecret motions and ſug- 
_— _ geſtions, which oft-times awakens our 
K: Mind, and powerfully ftirs us up to 
our duty to him : If we obſerve it, we 
Thall find and feel ſomething within us 
: moving, and loudly calling upon us 
—- to that which is good; and ſecretly 
whiſpering and diſſuading us againſt 
b that hich is evil: Now theſe are the 
private Notices of Conſcience, which _ 
God hath'ſet up as a, NG h 
£27, -# al 
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and witneſs of him within our Breafts. 
Again, | 

2dly, We feel an inward delight and 
complacence in well-doing, and are 
fl'd with joy and peace in believing : 
Now, whence ſhould this proceed, but 
from the ſecret notice of Conſcience, 
which minds us of a God, and that 
what we have done is acceptable and 
well-pleaſing to him ? The good Man 
(ſaith Solomon) is ſatisfied from himſelf, 
that is from his own Conſcience, which 
he ſtiles a continual Feaſt, that enter- 
tains him with the {weeteſt peace and 
tranquility of mind, and fills him with 
purer joys, than any earthly comforts 
can afford him, even with joy unſpeak- 
able and full of Glory, arifing from a 
Belief that God is, and that he is a Re- 
warder of all thoſe that diligently ſeek 
him. Moreover, v | 
_ 34h. The Sinner feels fecret Stings 
and Laſhes within, when he hath done 
amiſs, and is inwardly troubled and 
perplex'd after the Commiſſion of any 
Enormity ; his Debaucheries grate up- 
on his mind, and follow him with fre- 
quent fears and terrors; there is no 
peace to the wicked ; but they are like 
- the troubled Sea that cannot reſt. 
FE Ah Now, 
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Now, this can proceed from nothing: 
but the inward whiſpers and informa- 
tion of Conſcience, which frequently 
takes the Sitiner aſide, and rates him 
ſoundly by himſelf, letring him know 
how he hath offended his- Maker, and 
thereby juſtly incurr'd the diſmal effeQs 
of his viſpſeaſbre ; herice the' Sinner 
feels many ſharp girds and rwitches 
within,” even for Sts known to :none 
but God and himfelf: Which know- 
ledge” proceeds from ' this ſecret Moni- 
for. 'Who'is both an 'Accyfer, Witneſs, 
an 


Fridge, all which Offices 'it com- 
y Performs wih grear fidelity and 
eft6e 3 3nſorniith thar if there be 
rid Go tb, be feared by ug, - we might 


envy the" Happitelt”of brute Beafts; 


who have' none -of theſe frights, nor 
are” troubled with any of theſe Ning: 


- ing. RefleQhons: Yea Mankind, wit 


out: 4 Deity, would be not only the 


moſt ' miſerable, but the moſt ridicu: 


lous oF all'Creatures,' to be thus rerrifi- 
ed at hothing, and ard with fuch' an 
imaginary Btgbezr of his own making: 
All *other Beings have ſome real OB. 


 jeRfof their fears ; and ſurely "Man 


Py 


muſt'de "rhe fillieſt of' all Creatures 
to'be this haunted* with the dread't 
Br inviſible 
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inviſible Powers and a Judgment to 
come, if no ſuch things were to be 
fear*d or expected ; his Underſtanding 
and Reaſon would ſerve him to good” 
purpoſe, to ſuggeſt ſuch needleſs ter- 
rors, as to fright him with a Dream, 
and make him tremble at his own Sha- 
dow. So that this remorſe and troy- 
ble of mind, with which the greateſt 
Sinners are purſued, is a plain Argue 
ment of a Deity, without which no tole- 
rable account could be given of theſe 
things. 

But if Conſcience be ſo clear a proof 
and witneſs of a Deity, how comes 1t 
to paſs, that ſo many deny and forget 
God, when they have ſuch a faithful 
and conſtant Monitor within to keep 
him in remembrance ? why the Milery 
as well as Myſtery of it is, that too- 
many ſilence the Voice of Conſcience, 
and will not ſuffer it to ſpeak, 'or it 
(as it ſometimes happens) they cannot 
ſtop its mouth, like the deat Adder 
-they..ſtop their car, and refuſe to: hear 
the Voice of the Charmer, tho he charm 
never ſo . wiſely; yea, tho they are 
.many times hard put to it to ſtill the 
clamour and importunity of their own 
Minds, yet they ule all their Arts to 
3: keep+ * 
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keep/it quiet, and to ſtifle thoſe Cot» _ 


But what courſe do they take to 


efteQ it? Why, EL = 
Sometimes by lulling it a-ſleep in a 
carnal ſecurity ; or elle, jf that will 
not do, by hardening and learing it as 
with a hor Tron. | pr 
Firſt, I ſay, ſome men to keep their 
Conſcience quiet, endeavour to lull it 
a-{leep in a carnal and fatal ſecurity ; 
and this they do by an inordinate pur- 
ſuit of their ſraſial Luſts and Pleaſures ; 
if the ſerious thoughts of a God ſome- 
times preſs too much upon them, they 
ſeek either to drown them in their in- 


temperate Cups, or to ſtifle them by 


the ſoftneſs of Lewdneſs and Dalliance : 
If they find their minds begin to reco- 
ver out of thisLethargy,and theſe ſerious 
thoughts return, they have recourſe to 
idle and looſe Company to relieve 
themſelves from the trouble of them, 
where they keep their Heads ſo hot 
with their frequent exceſſes, that they 
are ſeldom or never cool enough to 
conſider things as they ought, and thus 
by bringing a continual. doozinefs up- 
on their Senſes, they paſs away their 
time as in a Dream or Slumber, and 


by 
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by degrees fall into an utter forget- 
fulneſs of God and their Duty. Bur if 
they cannot preſently thus Jull their 
Conſcience a-{leep, they endeavour, 

2aly. To harden it againlt Convidti- 
on, and to ſear it as with an hot Iron; 
and this they do by vicious habits con- 
crafted by a long continued cuſtom 
in Sin, whereby the Mind is ina manner 
ſtupified, and made ſenſeleſs of all 
Evil and Danger : This is ſuch a degree 
of wickedneſs to: which none can arrive 
preſently, for Nemo repente fuit Tarpiſfi- 
mus, Timeis requir?d to wear off the 
impreſſions of Good and Evil ; for 
Conſcience recoils at firſt, and hath 
that natural tenderneſs, as to feel the 
ſmart, and fear the evil of ſuch courſes ; 
till by frequent reſiſting its Calls, they 
have overcome this Relutance, and 
made it become callous and paſt feel- 
ing; and thus by a long prattice and 
continuance in Sin, they gradually loſe 
the ſenſe and awe of a Deity, and ſet- 
tle in Atheiſni and Infidelity. 

Now for Men to be at ſo great pains 
to ſtupifie their Conſcience, and hinder 
it from doing its office, muſt be a ve- 
ry unwiſe and unſafe courſe; for this is 
to ſilence the Yoice of God within us, 
and 
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_and to-tiirn the deaf Ear to our Maker ; 


ſilence it. 


years to deſpiſe the remembrance, and 
bate the knowledge of him, and to ſay. 
'with them in Fob, depart from us, we 
defire not the knowledge of thy ways. 


And yet after all their pains, this 
will prove in the end but a fruitleſs at- 
tempt, for Conſcience will one time or 
other. ſpeak, and loud enough to be 


heard too; and tho it may be lull'd a- 


ſleep a while, it will ere long awake, 
and ring a Peal of Vengeance- in the 
Ears of all ſuch bold and daring Sin- 
ners, as ſeek now to ſtupifte and 

Indeed,that preſent ſenſeleſſnefs and 
ſtupidity, which they bring upon 
their mind; ferves but to render their 


- condition the more deſperate and re- 


medileſs ; for as in bodily diftempers, 


.-when the ſenſe of pain 1s loſt, the 


Patient is in greateſt danger, and the 


diſeaſe proves moſt mortal, and incu- 


fable; even ſo 1n ſpiritual Maladies, 
when the mind 1s paſt feeling, the 
Caſe is commonly paſt recovery ; 
and evermore the leſs ſenſe of pain, 
the greater danger : which ſhould teach 
us to hearken to the woice of Ged and 

Conſcience, 
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Conſcience <- Ad it's calld to day; leſt 
the Heart be hardened through the de-. 
cettfulneſs of Sin; before the Mind 
fy —_— rcp and 
fall Mto eep, ids nothin 
po Eccrnaf Mil cab rein 
In a —_ the peace and tranqui- 
lity that the Mind feels from the 
Appt ehenfions of .a God, ſhews _it 
the intereſt of Mailkind to be- 

ere and | pleafe him, which alone 
"give us this hearts-eaſe : And 
likewk: the' terrors and frightful Ap- 
prehenſions, that flow frotn "a diſſo- 
lute: life, 'ate ſufficient 'to*miake all 


Men abhst and abandon the Cauſe of 
mw TDs. | 


'S1R, 


; ) Your Faithful Friend, 
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Kind you feaſible of the hard ſhifts 
the Atheiſt is put. to, ;to ſilence the 
and; ſtifle the A- 


Voice of Conſcience, 


” L 


together ; with . the. Folly and Dan- 


er of. that Stratagem.I proceed there 
fore to another, . and that 1s to aſcribe 


the Notion of a Deity, to a too ;great 
eaſineſs of Belief, or a fond Credulity 
This we find to beza frequent Ple: 
and ObjeQion in this caſe. One great 
Argument ;for the .proof of a God, is 
taken from the Univerſal Conſent and 
HE. of Mankind 1in this Belicf 
ere being nothing ſo generally own'd 
and receiv'd; tn all times and places 
as this Truth; and that not only a 
mong the Wiſe and Knowing, but e 
ven among the rudeſt and moſt ig 
norant. part of the'World : Nulla ger 


tam barbara, &c. ſaith the Reman Oraf| -: 


to 
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IX 


( zs ) 


tor, There is no Nation ſo barbarous 


as not to Believe and Worſhip a 


God. 

Now whence ſhould this Univerſal 
Conſent of Mankind in this Belief pro- 
ceed, but from the Voice of Nature, 

which ſpeak loud enough to be heard, 
the ſound whereof is gone through the 
Barth, and the Words to the end 
of the World? Yea, this can be no 
other than an Impreſſion ſtamp'd 
on the Mind, by a Divine Hand, 
avert by theFing er of God himſelf, 
interwoven into the very Frame of 
<ur Bein 

But bow doth the Atheiſt evade this 
univerſally receivid Truth? Why, by 


char ing Mankind with too'(great a 


Credulity in'this matter ; as fall Meh 
beſide himfelf;” were too haſty and ea- 
fie of belief, and took upthis'perſua- 


ſion upon very ſlender and infufficient 


grounds; Whereas he ſcorns to be thus 
eaſily led by vain talk, and-'to yield 
up his underftanding to uricertain ru- 
mour : Hencethe great Atheiſt of our 
| founds all Rchigion upon the belief 

les publickly told, as if the Being 


. and belief of a Deity, were built only 


"yon a report-handed dowa from one 
: D 2 to. 


(36) 
to another, and had. no better foundati- 
on than common Fame. 

Now is not this a ſtrange piece. of 
raſhneſs.and preſumption, tor any to 
condema all > or beſide himſelf, 
for a company of credulous:Fools and 
Children,that can believe any thing,and 
ſwallow the greateſt difficulties, without 

| the leaſt reaſon or examination. Burt- let 
usenquire a little farther into this mat- 
Tere. -; 
Who was it that firſt rais*d this Re- 
port of a Deity? Or by, whom was this 
Tradition. began ? 'This .is matter well 
worth the enquiry, who made this firſt 
Diſcovery, or rais'd this Spirit, which 
all the Wiklom of the. world: could:ne- 
ver conjure down fince. Certainly-he 
muſt have-been ſome.wiſe or. cunning 
Body,that.could invent and propagate 
plauſible a ſtory, as to. paſs the.T'ryal.of 
all Ages, and that.i\none ,could ever 
find out.or detect the falſhood of it, ſure 
the Fame of ſuch a perſon would have 
been Recorded in the Annals of Time, 
and Poſterity could never-have been ſo 
unjuſt to his Memory, as -to let hjm 
ſink away in ſence and oblivion: And + 


yet the Atheiſt here is wholly at alof ]- 
intheſe things, and will neither pretend” J 
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(37) 
to tell us the time when,the place where, 
or the perſon by whom this report firſt 
began : Only (as one hath obſerv*d) 
he thinks it probable that ſome body 
long ago (he knows not when) beyond 
the Memory of all Ages, did ſtart 
ſuch a notion in the World, and thar 
it hath paſt for currant ever ſince ; but 
if this Tradition be older than all Hi- 
ſtory, why may it not have been from 
the beginning? And then it will be far 
more probable, to be a notion which 
was bred in the mind of Man, and 
born with him, than a Tradition tranſ- 
mitted from hand to hand through all 
Generations, eſpecially being found in 
thoſe barbarous Nations, - that have 


ſcarce a Tradition of any thing elſe. 


But how come theſe Men thus to op- 
poſe the general Senſe of Mankind, and 
to call in queſtion ſo univerſally own?d 
and receiv'd a Truth? Why ! this 
proceeds, | 

Partly from their great unwilling- 
neſs to believe it, which makes them 


' take hold of any, even the meaneſt 


{hifts, to countenance their unbelief. 
And 


_ Partly from an AﬀeQation of Singu-. 
Farity, whereby they would be thought 


3 wiſer 


_ 


wiſer and more knowing, than 
any that went before ' them, that 
they ſee farther into matters than o- 
ther Men, and that their Underſtand- 


ings are by head and ſhoulders taller 


than their Brethren ; they know well 
enough, that ſhould they go on with 
the common. herd, and {ay and do as 
others that have gone before them, 
they ſhould be thought to be no wiſer 
than they 3 and therefore that they may. 
ſer up for Wits, and be accounted Men 
of a deeper reach and inſight into things, 
than others, they ſtrike out of-the come 
mon road; and go a new untrodden wa 

by themſelves ; this makes them loo 

upon the belief of a Dong; (tho? con- 
firm'd by the general conſent of Man- 
kind) to be only the effect of weakneſs 
and want of judgment, that they who 
entertain it, are merely carried away 
with the Stream, and like eaſfie cre- 
dulous perſons, take up things upon 
truſt, from ' the uncertain Hear-ſay 
and Report of others no- wiſer than 
themſelves ; Whereas they, like Men 
of judgment, believe and at&t by anos» 


ther Rule; and where their own Rear , 
fon cannot convince them of a truth,. 
there.no Authority of others ſhall ſway. 

OE them 
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(39) 

them to the belief of ir, And thus by a: 
vain conceit and afteQation of Singu- 
larity, they leave the track in which 
all others have gone before them, which 
unawares bewilders and leads them into 
Atheiſm. ol 

-Butis it a vain Credulity, to embrace 
a Truth confirnyd by the Conſent and 
Approbation of all Mankind ? or is it 
any piece of Wiſdom, to ſet up a fin- 
gle opinion againſt the Wiſdom of the 
whole World ? No, far from it ; the 
wiſeſt of Men hath told us, that he that 
is wiſe in his own conceit is a fool; and 
certainly he muſt be extremely ſo, that 
thinks himſelf wiſer than all Men be- 
ſide him: Indeed, to keep the. mind 
from being enſlay*'d to precarious and 
Vulgar Notions,or receiving things. up- 
.on. truſt without examination, | is to 
aſſert the freedom of the Underſtand- 
ing, which very well becomes a wiſe ' 
. Man to do; but to rejet an Opinion 
merely becauſe it hath been univerſally 
receiv'd, is a rudeneſs offer*d to the 
| Reaſon of Mankind; for if many heads 
may be ſuppos'd to be wiſer than one, 
that wherein all Heads concenter and 


--agree, ought in Reaſon to-be preferr'd 
: before any ſingle opinion ; and there- 
D 4 . fore 
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(40) 


fore to quarrel with a Truth, for no 0- 


ther reaſon, but becauſe it hath been 
own'd and embrac'd by all, is an un- 
pardonable piece of pride and ſingu- 
larity ; for this makes Men overvalue 
themſelves,and ſet too low a price upon 
the judgment of their betters, which 


is X high piece of arrogance-and- folly ; 


Yea by this means they deprive them- 
{elves of the benefit and affiſtance of 
other Mens Underſtandings, and lean- 
ing wholly upon their own,are thereby 
often. betray*d into great errors and 
miſcarriages. a fi 

"Tis true, we are forbid to follow 
a multitade in doing Evil, but not in 
receiving Truth, which is the greateſt 
good we can do to out ſelves or others : 
And. tho? we are bid 7o try all things, 
yet. we are requir'd / ?0' hold faſt that 


from the ' belief. of that - which hath 
aſt the tryal and approbation of all 
Times and Apes. 
There is {as one hath well obſerv'd) 
a Reverence due to the Judgment of 
Mankind, and that which hath been 
receiv'd by all or moſt Men, hath 
been ever tliought moſt worthy of ac- 


_ ceptation:| - 
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= @Y? 
ceptation :- yea the laws of modeſty re- 
uire us to think others better than our 


 {elves,and to ſuſpect our own Judgment, 


when it crofles theirs; for tho? the gene- 
rality of Men may be ſometimes miſta- 
ken, which ſhould.therefore put us up- 


on the ſtricter ſearch and enquir 


into Truth, yet, to be over poſt- 
tive and confident againſt the univer- 
{al Senſe and Belief of Mankind, is to 


; reſiſt the cleareſt evidence we can have, 


and to run counter to the greateſt proba- 
bilities. | 
But what if theſe great Maſters of 
Wit ſhould all this while be found 
the moſt Credulous and eafie of belief 
of all Men? what then will become of 
all theſe vain Boaſts and Pretenſions to 
Reaſon ? And yet this is as clear as the 
Sun at Noon-day ; for they believe ma- 
ny things without the leaſt colour and 
{hadow of reaſon; and deny others that - 


haveall poſſible evidence of truth ;both 7. - 
which are apparent-inftances bf a 'groſs 


and abſurd Credulity. 

They believe that there is no God,and 
conſequently that *tis impoſſible there 
ſhould he, one, a thing which no Art of 
Man ever could or pretended to demons 


ſtrate. 


Again, 


STS Hs. Fes . 
V I: < ” 


(42) 
_ _ Again, they believe either that the 
World nB never made, or if' it were; | - 
that *twas made by chance, and that all |- 
things in it came into that excellent or- 
der they now are, by mere fortune: | 
which ſhews that they can believe at 
random, and take up the moſt abſurd 
Foreſt at a venture. Again, _ 

_ They belieye that tho? matter be in it 
ſelfa dull and fenſeleſs thing, utterly in- 
capable of Reaſon and Underſtanding, - 
yet there can be nd ſpiritual or immate- 

_ rial Being to influence or aAuate it. In 

= a Ward, ; | 

P02 ER The Atheift can believe againſt all 

be 2 the Senſeand Reaſon of all "Mankind, 
= - and think all the World beſide himſelf 

= . to confift only of Fools and Knaves; a 
= bold Brittain? Andyet thoſeand many 

other are the goodly Articles of the A- 

theiſt*s Creed, which he that can ſwallow, 

I muſt be a man of ſtrong Faith or vaſt 

E. Credulity, and muſt believe with his 

I Will,cot with'his Underſtanding. I am, 
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SIR, 


Nother Device of the Atheiſt is 

to reſolve the Belief of a God 
into the Principles and Prejudices of 
Education : This Device is near a-kin 


to and grounded yo the former, and 


retends to give ſome account of the 
pring and riſe of this Credulity ; 
which he takes to be from the ficſt 
impreſſions 'of Education ; this' being 
the firſt Notion inſtilld by Parents 
into their Children, as ſoon as they 
come to underſtand any thing, and 1s 
improv?d by- thoſe who have the Edu- 
jog and Management of them ever 
after, | 
And here they obſerye, what oy 
impreſſions are made upon the Mind, 
by the firſt- things we hear or learn ; 


how long they are wont to. continue 


with us, and how ready Men are to 


4 communicate - them to one another, 


_and- more eſpecially to derive them to 
—— their 
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their offspring : From whence they 
think ſuch a | m_ belief of a Deity 
may eaſily be ſuppos'd in time to ob- 
tain, and be tranſmitted down from 
hapd to hand through all Generations,- 
ow here the Queſtion may -be 
ask'd again, Who was the firſt per- 
ſon that invented and convey*d down 
this Notion ? what was his name; or 
his Son's 'name, | that we may know 
him ?' how -came che to entertain it | 
himſelf ? who taught it him-? and 
how- came he fo readily tobelieve and 
propagate it to Poſterity? Why, of 
all this the Atheiſt can-give no man- 
ner of account, unleſs he will fiye to 
the Holy- Scripture, and ſay, that 4- 
dans the firſt Man'had: it from God, 
and taught it- to. his Children , and 
ſo convey'd it down- to all Genera- 
tions 3 but+ this would be to yield up 
the Cauſe, and: to acknowledpe a firſt 
Being and Maker of all things, which 
yet he is very unwilling to grant. 
+ Beſides, that this-is a precarious and 
groundleſs Hypotheſis, may plainly ap- 
pear front” this, that Men in all Ages 
have been known to be of different tem- | 
pers, and to-have had various and'dif: }- 


De 


terent ways and methods of Educ ati-- 6: 
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on, by which-means they haverreceived - 
ty | different Impreſſions, and entertain'd 

b-] vatious Sentiments of things + And 

mf yet we findall Men, in all times, and 

*” j of all tempers'i(tho* differing never fa 

x | much in other things) to agree and 

r- | concenter in this belief of a God, which 

n f ſhews it -to have another and' higher | 

x | Principle than: that of Education, + 

” | Again, if we'conſult the frame and 

ri ' make of our' Being, 'we ſhall find this 
d 


Notion of a 'Deity - fampt -upon 'our 

very Natures,.' and that in fuch plain 
f | and legible: CharaQters, 'as 'may eaſily 
- | ſhew whoſe workmanſhip we are, and 
) | out of what hands we came ; and this 
- | too in perſonsoFf no Education, and be- 
» | fore any thing was inftilFd into! them 
| | by it, which farther .proves it to pro- 
* | ceed from a higher Cauſe: 'Toall which 
| | if we add moreover, - ; 
* That ſtrong and: powerful Inclina- 
tion that: is| found inall Men to wor- 
ſhip a God, -we ſhall find this to-go be- 
fore, and not to be-planted in then by 
Edueation': If we ſurvey. the World; 
we may obſeryea natural proneneſs and 
4 propenſity” to Religion, -even'in the 
4 moſtibarbarous and uncultivated parts 
$-0f36% all of them every where conſpi- 
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ing together to worſhip ſomethin 
wy Fen as a God: Now this —_ 
poſlibly. be ' owing only to Educat;- 
ON, which ich may indeed dice, but can- 
Not infuſe theſe Inclinations ; he that 
created the . Soul, could alone put that 
byalſs ihtout, that draws fo ftrong to 
the adotation obbhim ;- for the beſt nui- 
ture cah no more put: ſich: new Incli- 
nations, than it can put a new Nature 
into'us+ ce" ek —_— 
tion to religious Worſhip muſt proce 
from ſomething within, -that 5 born 
with us,and is connatural to our Being ; 
and can: no-more flow from any thing 
imprinted on our Minds from withour, 
than the natural Paſſions of Hope and 
Fear: are: owing to the impreflions of 
But here: the Atheiſt tells us, That 
this Argument taken from an univerſal 
Inclination. ro: worſhip a Deity, will 
hold as trong for Polytheifſm and Ido- 
latry,”:as for a Unity of the Godhead ; 
there being as great, if not a greater 
part of the Warld led by it:to worſhip 
—_ falſe Gods than one'true one. - - 
\Now tothis, which is all the Atheiſt 


hath to ſay in this caſe, ſundry anſwers - 
may -begiven. As, Ficd 
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L - Firſ, The Aﬀertion 'on which: the 
ion. is grounded is a great mis 
| or the greateſt and wiſeſt part 
of Mapkind have ever paid their 4 
rations to. one Supreme Being : As for 
the Jewiſh Nation, the whole body of 
them ſerv'd one only God, known by 
the. name Jehovah, as is evident from 
Prophane as well | as Sacred. Hiſtory ; 
and for the other Nations, ' that deriv'd 
their Pedigree...and Tradition \ from 
them, they: ts Iways. one 
eſt whom they . worſhipp'd with the 
higheſt atts of Adoxation : Indeed fome 
of the groſſer Heathens multiplied their 
Gods, according .to the multitude and 
variety of Bleſſnep : they. ſuppos'd.to hh 
ceive from them ;-but thele were deri- 
ded: by the Philoſophers and more 
atF Men, and. the practice of the 
Multitude without the opinion. and ap- 


probation of the Wiſe, ſignifics.nomore 


as one hath told us in this caſe) than 
may Cyphers without a : Figure. 


| Again, Secondly, The Polytheiſm 'of 
the, Heathens 1s 'a good argument a- 


gainſt Atheifin, and their Idolatries 
are a plain proof of a Deit city 3 for -the 
rudeſt and moſt 'ignorant- of all ;people 
Have had thoſe impreſſions of him ep 
tNnEIC 
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Let 


. their Mind, hey,wontd 
have many Gods than e with 
and worſhip falſe Gods rathertt 
at all. Tho? they miſtook the [true | of 
God, yet they all agreed in this, to || qc 
worthip ſome God or other; and 
this miſtake of theirs was not for want 
of ſufficient Evidence ,” but. from -the 
_ negleft or abuſe of their natural Rea- 
fon, which led them from the true to 
g, "OF when they | 


Meathen as. a plain rn hae theis ” (| 


©  -bhEtrae*6iie, for all Counterfeits ſup- 
+ poſe aReality'; there, would be no falle 


Et Coin, tf there were none true ; all Ima- 
K- | *ges are thtended to repreſent ſomething 
that is real;'neither would any Idols 
'be ſetup, iF there were not a true God 
to'be 'worſtipped. In ſhort then, the 
Notion of a'Deity muſt be founded-in 
Nature, becauſe *tis univerfal; and 
could not. be acquired by Education, it 
being. found' in thoſe that never had 


_—_- anly. | i 
*S Belide, nothing i is laſting but what. 4}. 
E is natural ; for the beſt things acquied-F - 
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by Inftruftion, have in many perſons 
been loſt and-forgotten; and conſe. 
quently *the- Notion of a God. would 
have faiPd in time, and the Worſhip 
of him ceas'd in many places, if it had 
no firmer Principle. 

- Seeing then that both theſe have con- 
tinued through all Times-and Ages,and 
are ſtill: found in all Perſons and Pla- 
ces, yea, ſince the Atheiſt himſelf can 
ſcarce wear off the Impreſſion, or rid 
his Mind of the awe and ſenſe of a 
Deity, tisza poor ſhift to. reſolve the 


Zelicf. am I” Worſhip of him into the 
ingptes and Prejudices,of Educati- 
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LETTER VI 
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" Shew'd in my laſt; That the Im-. 


prefſions- of Education could not 


create, but muſt ſuppoſe a Deity, and 


that theknowledge and belfef we have 
of him,is owing not ſo mucluto the'out- 
ward InſtruQtions we learn fromorthers, 
as the inward Inclinations implanted in 
our own Mind ; which are not taught 


but born with us. = 


But if. the Atheiſt cannot ſolve this 
great Phznomenon, or aceount for ſo 


generala Credulity this way, he hath a- 


nother Device for that purpoſe ; and 
that is to aſcribe the belief and worſhip 
ofa God to Fear, or a ſuperſtitious dread 
of ſome inviſible Powers : And this he 
thinks cannot fail to do. it. For the 
mind of Man (he tells us) and of ſome 


eſpecially, is mightily ſubje& to the 


impreſſions of Fear, which are wont 


to ſink deep and continue long with: 
them ; and theſe again are apt ro im-' 
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Ee ) 
print the ſame dread on the Minds of 
others; which being diſcover*dand com- 
municated, fill melancholy heads with 
infinite Fears.and Jealouſies, which at 
length increaſe into a general awe and 
dread of fuch a Being : ſo that Men 
are irighted into this belief by the fre- 
quent talk of a God, as Children art 
into the fear of Spirits by the "Tales 
of Faries and Hobgoblins; and for 
this they quote that noted ſaying of 
the Poet, 


Primus in Orbe Deos fecit Timor. 


Fear firſt made Gods: Men being 
ſcar'd- with ſome Jealouſies ariſing in 
their Minds abour it, and terrified 
with the thoughts of what might hap= 
en. 

: Now here by this Afertion, the-A- 
theiſt grants that the Minds of Mea are 
generally  ſceiz?'d and  poſſelsd with 
the Fears and Apprehenſions of a 


God, which is too well known and felt, 


to be calPd in queſtion : So. that the 
main enquiry here is, whether Fear 
can create this Being ; or whether ſuch 
a, Being may not rather create theſe 


Fears? for fince all other Paſſions pre- 
E 2 ſuppoſe . 
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_ - ſuppoſe their ObjeQ, it is not to be con- 
ceiv'd how fear alone ſhould make it ; 
if there be a God, that preſides over all 
things, and inſpects our ways, there is 
great reaſon to fear him ; bur if there 
be none, *tis not to be.imagin'd, how 
fear ſhould make ſuch a Being, or cre- 
ate ſuch an univerſal Belief. in Man- 
Find, that there is one. But how 
come ſo many to fear, where no fear 
is? what makes Men indow'd with 
Reaſon-thus to be ſcar*d with their own 
ſhadow ? or if ſome ſuch timerous crea- 
tures may be found, that -are apt to 
be frighted with the terrors of their 
own fancy, How come all Mankind 
to be ſeiz'd with theſe panick fears ? 
What ſhould create ſuch an univerſal 
trembling ? or rivet this frightful Idea 
ſo deep into Mens Minds, that no 
Art or Endeayours can root it out > 
Why, of this no account can be gi- 
ven without a Deity ? which might 
well enough imprint this dread upon 
them, from a ſenſe of his infinite Power 


L 


and Greatneſs. - 
Indeed, *tis eaſie to conceive how 
Infinite Power and Juſtice may cauſe a 
dread; but *tis not to be imagin'd)! 
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Do 22 
how dread ſhould be the cauſe of ſuch' 
infinite perfeCtions. 


% 


Apain, it may. be asked whether 
this Fear were before or after a Deity ? 
if it. be affirm'd to be before, as it 
muſt be, if Fear be the Cauſe of him, 
the Cauſe being ever before the Effect; 
it will follow,that ſomething maybe be- 
fore that which is Eternal ; for ſince 
the Notion of a God implies a Being 
that exiſted from all Eternity, 


1f Fear preceeded, and made this Be- 


ing, it muſt have been before Eter- 
nity, and likewiſe give a Being to 
that, which never had or could have 


- any beginning ; both which are mant- 


teſt contradictions. 
If this Fear be ſaid to be after a 
Deity, then it could not be the Cauſe 


. of him; foraſmuch as no Effe&t can be 


before, but muſt ſtill come after the. 
Cauſe, - 

Whence thea ſhould this fear proceed, 
by which Mea are aw*d into this Be- 
lief?Why,it muſt proceed either from che 
ſuggeſtions and report of others, or from 
the inward ſuggeſtions of our own Mind. 

If it came from the Relation and ſug- 
(Emu of others,it may be ask*d, who 
luggeſted it to them ? And this enquiry 

Es E 3 wall 
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not ceaſe, till ir be. trac'd .up to the 
firſt Author ; in which: the Atheift. is 
at the: ſame loſs as he was. before, in 
- running up the riſe of this Tradition. 

. If theſe Fears proceed from the in- 
ward ſuggeſtions of our. own Mind, 
which is apt /to fancy terrible things; 
it may be ask'd, who or what is it.that 
brings to mind thoſe terrible things,and 
occations thoſe ſuggeſtions? Why this 
can be. nothing bur the ſenſe of ſome in- 
viſible Powers, whom we have ſome way 
or other offended, which may cauſe ſome 
- remorſe, and imprint ſome fears of his 

diſpleaſure : And let the Atheiſt give 
_ any.other account of it, if he can, 
Beſide, does not the Notion of a 
God imply a Being of infinite Mercy 
and Gocdneſs, that is always ready to 
take care of, to ſupport and comfort 
his Creatures? And fince the Obje& 
of Fear is always ſomethirig that” is 
dreadful, how can Fear create the.Be- 
'lief of ſuch a: Being, whichiis rather 
the ObjeQ of deſire than dread, and 
deſerves muchmore to. be lov'd and 
wilh'd for, than to be fear'd by. us? Sg 
| that fearalone, could never produce this 
Noble Effet; it might indeed beger 
an . opinion of, ſome ſtern, four, and 
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ſevere Being, to be dreaded and ſhun'd 
by all that hear of him; but could 
never form a Notion. of a Gracious, 
Merciful, and tendet-hearted Lord, 
that is to be lov'd and deſird by 
all that know him: And therefore 
the Atheiſt to make his Hypotheſes the 
more plauſible,muſt join Love and Hope 
to Fear, to compleat this Glorious and 
Divine Atchievement. 

Moreover, the Love of ſo benign, 

Zys and amiable a Being, is ſuf- 

cient to overcome - and expel fear, 
and nothing but the follicitation' of 
ſenſual Luſts, could keep Mankind 
from admiring and doteing upon him: 
There is no fear in love, but perfett 
love cafteth out fear ; becauſe fear hath 
torment, he that feareth is not made 
perfet# in love : 1 John 4. 18. 

Indeed the Love and Relation we 
bear to a bountiful Creator may well 
enough admit of a filial fear, confiſtin 
in an unwillingneſs to offend or difpleaſe 
him ; but no ſervile tormenting fear can 


conſiſt with the love that is due to {o 
. excellent a Being. | 


_ So that Fear 1s ſo far from making a 
God, that it tends rather (if it were 


poſſible) to unmake him,to turn him in- 


E 4 to 


( 56.) 

toa Tyrant, and conſequently to make 
him the obje&t of our hatred and aver- 
ſation ; for he that hath ſuch dreadful 

Apprehenſions, cannor but wiſh there 
were no God, and from thence is bur 
one. remove from believing there is 
 Hone. Yea, | 

* This ſlaviſh fear tends to bebaſe Man- 
kind, and even to unmake him too, by 
degrading -him to a lower Species, for 


Degeneres :animos Timor. Argait. Such 


a fear ſinks him beneath the dignity of 
his Nature, and makes him like the 
_ Beaſt that periſheth. Furthermore, 

If there were. no Being of ſuch infi- 
nite PerfeQtions to employ our Contem- 
plation,the higheſt and nobleſt faculties 
.-of the Soul would be yain and uſeleſs ; 
the Underſtanding would want an Ob- 
ject ſuitable to the Capacity of its Ap- 


prehenſion;. the Will would have noge | 


congmenſurate to the largeneſs of its 
deſires ; the Aﬀections would be deſti- 
tute of an objeCt worthy of its Love and 
Complacence ; yea Fear it ſelf would 
want both an Obje& and a Reaſon for 
thoſe frequent terrors, that haunt and 
aſlault the Mind. Now there being no 


Power. or Faculty in the meaneſft.Crea- 


ture, but what there is ſome Reaſon 


and } 
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and Uſe for, can it be conceiv*d that 
the Nobleſt Faculties of the Soul ſhould 
be planted in it in vain, and become 
all uſeleſs for want of a ſuitable Obje&t 
to employ them. # Ba. 

In ſhort, if there were no God, Man- 
kind would have nothing but temporal 


good things to deſire, and nothing but 


temporal Evils to fear ; of both which 
the brute Beaſts have a quicker ſenſe 
than he: Yea his Reaſon, which is the 


Perfection and Glory of Humane Na- 


ture, would ſerve for no other end, but 
to bea Caterer to the Senſes,and provide 
for the gratification of 'a Carnal Appe- 
tite, which may be as well if not better** 
gratified without than with 1t : So that 
without a Deity, as all Fear would be 
in vain, ſo all the ſuperior Faculties of 


_ the Soul, vzz. Underſtanding and Rea- 


ſon, would be uſeleſs and infignificant, - 


as having no ObjeC fit to exerciſe gg <2 
tertain them. I am, | Todo 
| * 
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LETTER VI. 


SIR, 


t 

Find you ſenſible in your laſt, that 0 

$ Fear could not - be the Cauſe, || © 

ut the-Eftect and Conſequent of a Be- h 

lief of a Deity ; and that no tolera- | 

ble Reaſon can be given of the natn-Jſ *: 

ral fear and dread of a God, if there ! 

| » 3 Vere no ſuch :Being : So that the A-|| * 

 "theiſt being beaten out of this Subter- : 

Fuge ; I:proceed in this to | 

Another Device, which he ſeeks to * 

take ſhelter in, and that! 1s, to: aſcribe ; 

the Notion of a Deity, to-State-policy, | ;: 

.and to __ the Belief, of! it , \Contrj- : 

. -vagge of cunning'Men, to keep thei 7 

by Wild in awe. y $3 Tha: s L 

; S This is a new Device invented and 

E propagated by ſome in this latter Age, || * 
 * who (as a great Man hath told us) i- 

magine that ſome great Prince or Po- 3 

litician, like Nebauchadnezzar, {et up this 1 

. image of a Deity, and commanded all} : 


People and Nations to fall down and} | 
wy | Worſhip] 


——_ 


( 59 ) 
t-: R this being faind. an 
W's engine. of State, to keep Men 


| in obedience to Govertument, hath 


been receiv*d by all Princes and States 
ever ſince. A goodl device indeed / 
and no doubt the iſſue of ſome wile 


| and politick Head-piece ; and'to make it | 


the more plauſible ; ; they infiſt at large, 
upon the Reaſon why it ſhould be che- 
riſt®d and countenanc'd by all Princes, 
viz. Becaule of the good influence it 
Math upon the ic apa the People ifipO; 


| bedience. 


- They Wy: 5 of the .Pev} ples "Rad 
neſs to comply "with the Rios and 
practices of Princes, who giving their 
Sxzinple and Encouragement herein, 
are caſily followed and imitated by 


their Subje&ts : 'by which means this 


Notion, having the Stamp of Authori- 
ty upon it, hath paſs'd current, hes 
1s- generally embrac'd and: kept. u 
the World :* This is the ſumm "oft Sax 
they have to fay in this Matter. Now- 
here we may obſerve, 4 
x. Thar this Device plainly ſuppoſes 
the Uſefulneſs of Religion, towards the 
Peace and Welfare of Mankind, and 
how greatly it conduces to the, 'good 
| 91% er and Government of theWorld ; 
which 
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which ſhews it to be the intereſt of 
Mankind to wiſh it true ; and this (one 
would think) ſhould rather incline Men 

_ to. embrace, than evadeſo uſeful a No- 
tion. 

But by whom was this Engine of State 
devisd? where or when did this' great 
Prince or Politician live, that firſt found 
out this Arcanum \ imperit, this great 
Secret or Myſtery. of Government? 
what proof is there alledgd for any 

- ſuch Contrivance ? Why, none at all; 
no diſcovery hath been yet made of 
the Author of this Invention ; it {till 

- - remains a Myſtery, as well as an En- 
& pgine of State, a Cobweb foun out of 
fome fanciful and ſubtle Brain; in a 
Word, tis a mere ConjeQture, take 

up without the leaſt appearance 


-+.2-590 


a. 


mm ak A as 


Reaſon, or proof for any part of 
if. VE: 
Ipdeed, The thing appears in it ſelf 
_ unpraQiicable ; for how is it poſſible for 
the wiſeſt Politician to rivet ſuch'a No- 
tion into the Minds of all Men, that 
ſhould never get out ? where is' the 
' Perſon that ever did ſuch a feat? and. 
if no ſuch one- be any where to be 
found, we may ſafely conclude the deep 
; DINE 5 "> 72 nn 
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4 and laſting impreſſions of a Deity un? 
1 on Mens Minds, to proceed not ls 
wr: Art of Man, but from the Finger 
or God. | | 
(o-fl Beſide, this is an improbable way 
of compaſſing the deſign ; for the ſub- 
tleft Politicians are wont to work u 
on the inclinations they find planted 
in Mens Nature; but do not hope 
to put new ones into them : They are 
wiſe enough to know, that Men are 
more eaſily led, than driven ; and there- 
fore chuſe rather to make uſe of thoſe 
Principles they find them already poſ- 
ſed. of, than go about to infuſe new. 
Hence it comes to paſs, that Princes 
reap the benefits of Peace and Or» 
der from Principles they never ſowed 
in the hearts of their Sibjets, but 
found planted there; and *tis moſt cer- 
tain, that the People are much more 
| aw'd and kept to their duty, by the | 
FI natural impreſſions of Religion, than 
ry by any artificial Methods of Policy 
- or Contrivance: So that Politicians 
t | promote their ends, not by making 


ut finding Religion in the Minds 
of Men ; for tho? Reaſon of State may 
cheriſh, it cag never create the Notion 
07a Deity. 5 
- bs But 
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But have Princes or Politicians. been 
more: free, from the Fears of a Deity, 
or the Terrors of another World, than 
other Men? This would be, if Reli- 
gion were only a Device, or Engine 


of State : whereas we {ee and find 


the quite centrary, for they haye the 


ſame ſenſe and impreffions of theſe 


things with other Men, and can no 
more-rid their Minds of them, thang 
the meaneſt of their SubjeQs : Hiſtory 
tells: us, how ſome of the Roman Em: 
perors: were wont to be frighted with 
the noiſe 'of Thunder ;- as thinking it 


19.96. Gs voice of God : We read how 


Caligula us'd to creep under a Bed at 
the ſound of it, taking -it -for a ſign of 
the:anger and diſpleaſure of Heaven; 
and we read-of many other great Per- 
ſons and States-men, who have been 


alarm'd with the fears of a God, and 


the: terrors: of another-World :: Now 
if Religion were only a _Juggle of State, 
or a. politick. Device of cunning Men ; 
how come: they to. be thus terrified 
with their own Contrivance? Men 
are_not . wont to be affrighred with 
Bugbears of their. own making, or 


x 


to tremble at that which they know 
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(63 ) 
to be a mere ſcarecrow ; *tis plain, the. 
greateſt and wileſt perſons that have; 
ever been, have known of no ſuch 
Cheat in Religion, tor if they had, no. 
account could be given of thoſe fears 
and troubles of Conſcience, which they 


In all Ages had about it. 


Beſide, *tis hard to conceive, how all 


the Princes and Potentates' of the Earth 


ſhould agree together to entertain a 
FiQtion ; and tho? they have fuch diffe- 
rent Deſigns and Intereſts, ſhould yet 
conſpire - to deviſe and promote ia No- 
tion that is void of- all: Reaſon or 
Trath. | 

Or if they could,, how is it to be 1t- 
magin'd, that the People ſhould be all 
ſo ready to'receive it * They are not 
wont fo eaſily to believe their Gover- 
nours upon their bare Word, or em- 


brace a Nation that .hath ſo plain a 


deſign upon their Peace and Welfare : 
Yea the more-ſubtle and politick they 
take their Governours to be, the more 
they are apt toſuſpect them ; and to pr 
into the Reaſons of cheir'Counſlls ard 
Intentions. D411, 5.60 

.'Laſtly,' if the Notibn'of a God were 
only a politick.Contrivance to keep the 
World in awe? or a Device'fram - in 
| OMe 


was invented, He flies: to 2 W 23 
| x Another. 
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to paſs, that this was-never diſcover'd 
in any Age? Sureit would have been 
found out one time or. other ; Cheats 


. do not always continue undiſcover'd ; 
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ſome Mens heads, to cozen others in- 
to obedience to them, how comes it 


Truth commonly breaks out, and Time 


Lys open. the Impoſture : if then this 
pretended Secret was-never known or 


- diſcover'd by any, but: remains till 


as much a Secret as ever, we may ve- 


ry well conclude it to. be it ſelf a 


Juggle and Fiction of ſome Mens 
brain; or a Device of the Atheiſt 
to cozen and deceive himſelf, I am, 


& & Is 
Yours, 


4. B. 


LETT TER VIII 
SIR, A: 

"NJ Hen the Atheiſt is. driven out 
of the Refuge of State-policy, 


and can neither tell the perſon by whom, 


or the time when this Engine of State 
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Another Device, which is to reſolve the 
Notion and Belief of a God into com- 
mon Compact : An account whereof is 
briefly this. 

— That Mankind, for the better preſer- 
vation of Human Society, by common 
Conſent form'd this Notion of a God, 
which they generally agreed together to 
embrace; and finding the benefit and good 
influence of it upon the publick welfare, 
have by common Compact preſerv*d and 
kepr ir up ever ſince : A notable Account 


"indeed ! which ſhews that ſome Men will 
believe any thing, rather than what they 
ſhould. 


_ However this account farther grants 
the Uſefulneſs of Religion to the welfare 
of Human Society, which is indeed ſo ne- 


 ceflary to it, that *tis impoſſible it ſhould 


long ſubſiſt or continue withour it ; for Re- 
ligion is the Bond or Cemeat that holds all 
the parts of it together, and gives all the 
force and efficacy to the Laws. by which 
*tis upheld : All the Obligations of Conſct- 
ence, which alone can keep Mea to their 
duty,reſult from the Belief of a God; with- 
out which, no ties of Oaths, Promiſes, or 
Engagements, could hold Men either to 
Honeſfty or Obedience : So that the uſe- 
fulneſs and neceſlity of this Notion to the 
welfare of Mankind, ſhould methinks _ 
+ CE F cline 
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cline all Men to entertain it, to wiſh it 


true, and to give all the ſtrength that 


may be to the Arguments brought to con« 
firm it; for he that endeavours to evade 
this Truth, is an Enemy not only to him- 
{elf, but to the Happineſs and Tranquili- 
ty of Human Society, and does what in 
him, lies to deſtroy the Peace and Welfare 
_ of Mankind. 

_ But when and where was this general 
Meeting of Mankind, in which they 
form'd this Notion of a Deity, and enter'd 
into this folemn Compact to Believe and 
propagate it? Who ſummon'd or calPd 
them together from all the remote parts 
of the World ? Or did they happen lucki- 
ly to come and meet together by Chance ? 
Sure, ſome Hiſtory or other of the World 
would have Recorded this grand Aﬀem- 
bly of Mankind for this purpoſe, which, if 
it ever were, was one of the moſt memo- 
rable things that hath been ever acted in 
it. But fince no-account hath been ever 
given of ſuch a Meeting, we may con- 
elude it to be a meer figment, to be met 
with-no where but in an Atheiſtical brain. 


__ _ » Bur if the Atheiſt could get over this 


difficulty, which is indeed: inſuperable, 
chere are many other in this unaccounta- 
, ble Compact, 1a which-he muſt be unavoi- 
'dably intangl'd;. for how came all the 1in- 
? habitants 
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 hahitants of all places and Countries, 6 
unanimouſly to jump and agree together 
in this Notion? When there is ſcarce any 
little Town or City, where ſuch an en- 
tire Agreement is to be found in matters of 
opinion, how incredible is it that all the 
People in the World, of the moſt diſtant 
'Places, and the moſt different Humours, 
Intereſts, and Inclinations,ſhould all agree 
together in framing this Notion, and fo 
univerſally conſpire in the Belief of it ? 
. Beſide, how came this Notion fram'd 
| -by them, to be fo generally receiv'd by 
all Poſterity ever ſince? was this Cove- 
nant and Compact of theirs ſo made, as 
to bind all thejr Heirs and Succeſfſors for 
Eeyer? Or. how come all Generations ſg 
readily to take themſelves to be bound by 
at ?. eſpecially when no Inſtrumeat or Evi- 
dence can be produc'd, when and where 
this Argreement was ratified ;. certainly, 
this is mofe then was ever known of any 
other Compa&@ or Agreement either be- 
fore or ſince. 

- Moreoveft,are there not ſome Places and 
Perſons ſo rude, as to be without any 
Commerce or Correſpondence, with 0- 
.ther Nations? And how came they to 
hear of this CompaR, or to think them- 
elves bound by it ? Sure, they muſt be 
mighty / credulous, who can receive a 
| | F 2 matter 


5 


tnatter of ſo great importance' tpon'Mect: 
ſlender Evidence, and take themſelves to 
be oblig'd by a Contra which'they ne- 

'ver heard of; eſpecially in a thing- that 
fits ſo uneafie upon the Minds of many, 
-whoſe intereſt and wh it is that it were 
not true : For are there not ſome very deſi- 
'rous to rid themſelves of the diſquieting 
Fear and Belief of a God ? do not too ma- 
'ny. labour -hard to caſt off this Check, 
which tends ſo much toreſtrain their Luſts, 

2nd abridge-their Pleaſures ?' And if this 
Belief depended only on fuch a precarious 

"ContraCt, iediv'h and made they know 

"not where; or by whom, would they'not 
ſoon find away to get out of it ? © 

Theſe -and many other abſurdities at- 
itend this Device, which he that can ſwal- 

Tow, may'be indeed a Man'of little Faith, 

but of vaſt Credulity'; he :muſt ceaſe to 

: blame any for ecaſinels/ of Belief, that can 

- give his aſſent upon ſuch ſlender-grounds; 
and if the Atheiſt can build his Confidente 
upon no better Foundation, he muſt''no 

'Tonger ſet up for a Mandf Wit or Reaſon, 

nor pretend to any other demonſtration, 

"but that of his own folly. 08, 

'- How much more rational-is'it, to con- 
clude the Notion of a Deity to+bea Prin- 
ciple of Divine infuſion, than an Article 
of Human Contract ? and the Belief of it 
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likely that the Idea of a Being abſolutely 
perfe&, infinitely wiſe, juſt, and gracious, 
the Omanipotent and glorious Maker and 
Preſerver of all things, ſhould be merely 
fram'd by Compact ? or that the whole 
World ſhould univerſally agree to profeſs 


and worſhip ſuch a Being, if there were. 


no ſuch thing ? Is not this at once toim- 
poſe upon the Reaſon of Mankind, and to 
reflect upon the Honour of our Maker, 
to make him a Creature of our own Fan- 
cies,and the Effet of HumanContrivance? 
There is no Compact but what may be and 
hath in time been laid aſide; and if this 


Belief neither hath nor can be totally e- 


ras'd, it owes its riſe to a higher Princt- 
ple, and muſt be more deeply rooted in 
the Minds of Men. I am, 
S I R, 
Yours, 


4. B, 


to be rather founded in N ature than 
built upon Artifice and Agreement ? Is it 
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 Yaving ſhew'd the vanity of the A- 
rheilt's Pleas in accounting for the 
Univerſal Tradition and Conſent of Man- 
kind in the Belief of a God, if there were 
no ſuch Being ; 

_T come now to another Device, made - 
uſe of to rid their Minds of him ; and that. 
is to deny the Notionand Being of a Spi- 
rit, as a thing impoſſible or incredible 1n 
Nature, and unconceivableby the Under- 

_.Ftanding; And herein they are the follow- 
ers of the Sadduces, who denied Angels 
L- ed Spirits, and thereby the unmortality 
2 of the Soul,end the ReſarretFion of the 35/4 
a which great Articles of Faith are call'd in 
F queſtion, and the ObjeCtions againſt them 

greedily receiv*d and vented by the Mo- 
dern Atheiſts of our Age, who take the 

Notion of a Spirit for a vain chimerical 

thing, that hath no exiſtence but in the 
deluded Fancies of ſome melancholy and, | 
miſtaken Perſons. EI TR, 
Now this disbelief of Spirits 1s only to /- 
make way for the denial of a God, who || 
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(71) 
being of a Spiritual and immaterial Nature 
muſt be ſet aſide together with them. 
And hence they would perſwade the 
World, that Mea in believing a Deity, 
are only haunted with an imaginary Ap- 
parition, and merely ſcar'd with the 
Dreams: and Phantaſms of their own 
Brain. 

But why may not ſome Beings be con- 
ceiv'd to exiſt without Matter, as well as 
others with it ? is Matter,which is bur the 
drofly part and dregs of the Univerſe, fo 
neceſſary and eſſential to Being, that *tis 
not poſſible for any to be without it? 
where lies the contradiction of an imma- 
terial Subſtance, that it ſhould be ſo hard 


to be conceiv*d? nay, does not the Puri- 


ty and Perfection of ſame Beings require us 


to abſtract from Matter in our concepti- 
- ons of them? and to aſcribe the Excetlen- 


cy of their Operations to a Principle real- 


ly diſtin& from it ? Is not Matter of it {elf 


an unaQtive, dull, and ſluggiſh thing, 


void of all ſenſe and underſtanding ? and 
does it not require a more refined Sub- 


ftance to give it Motion and aCtivity ?. 
What is the Body but a dead, heavy, 


and lumpiſh Carcaſs, without a Soul to. 
-aQtuate and enliven it? neither would 


the Angels be the nimble and ſwift-wing- 


:ed Meſſengers of Heaven, if they were - 
F 4 clogg'd: \-. 


"T0 3 
clogg*'d with Matter, to check and re- . 
tard their Motion. If we Mount up1n 
our Contemplations to the Supreme Being 
and maker of all things, we muſt conceive 
of him as an Eternal, Independant and 
Spiritual Subſtance, void of all Corporei- 
ty and Matter, and ſubſiſting of himſelf, 
by the abſolute fulneſs of his own Nature ; 
for the Notion of a God implies a Bein 
that hath all poſſible PerfeQions, an 
therefore we are ſo to conceive of him, as 
to abſtract and remove from all manner 
of defe& and imperfettion : Now materi- 
ality is a great defe&t in the Being to 
which it belongs; for beſide that *tis a 
clog to its activity, it confines and limits 
it to one place, and ſo is oppoſite to the 
Immenfity, Omnipreſence and Omniſci- 
ence of a Deity, who as it made Heaven 
and Earth by his Power, ſo muſt be ſup- 
pos'd to fill both with his Preſence. 

Again, Matter makes a thing to be 
Diviſible, and conſequently liable. to Dil- 
ſolution, which is utterly inconſiſtent with 
the Eternity, and other Perfeftions of the 
Divine Nature: So that Reaſon wills us 
to abſtract from the imperfections of Mat- 
ter in our apprehenſions of a God, and.to 
conceive of him as a Spiritual and imma- 
terial Subſtance. & 

. But 


would be hard to form a Notion of Gog, 
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But how comes the Atheiſt to take this 
for an irrational or unintelligible Notion ? 
Why, he tells us that all the knowledge 


we have of things, comes from our Senſes; 


and ſince we cannot ſee or feel a Spirit, 
nor arrive to the knowledge of it by any 
of our Senſes, we can form no Idea of ſuch 
a thing. 

But is nothing to be believ*d, but what 
we have ſome information of .from our 
Senſes ? How then ſhall we believe we 
have a Soul, of which none of our Senſes 
can give us any information ? for if it be 
at all, it muſt be a Spiritual and immate- 
rial Subſtance, which cannot incur into 
or be diſcern'd by any of them : Beſide, 
are there not many noble Effefts and Ope- 
rations that proceed from an inviſible 
Cauſe ? Do we not find, that we can reaſon, 
judge, and inferr one thing from another, 
tho? we ſee not the Principle from whence 
they come ? Have we not an Underſtand- 
ing, Will, and AﬀeCctions, to know, chuſe, 


and affect things, tho? the Spring of them 


Occur not to any of our Senſes? Do we 


not finda World made and preſerv?d, tho? 


we ſee not that inviſible hand that firſt 
did the one, and ſtill continues the other ? 

Indeed, had we no higher Principle of 
knowledge in us, than- our Senſes, : it 


or 
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or any Spiritual and immaterial Subſtance, 
becauſe theſe things cannot be the Object 
of Senfation ; but having a ſuperior Prin- 
ciple, that is a Mind within us, that can 
raiſe us aboveall groſs and Corporeal Ob- 
jects ; ?tis eaſje to conceive that a Spiritual 
Subſtance may be diſcern'd by the Mind, 
"tho? it cannot be the ObjeCt of our Senſes ; 
Are there not many Truths in all Arts and 
Sciences, that fall not under the Cogni- 
zZance of any of our Senſes ? Yea, are not 
the Eſſences of all things inviſible, and 
diſcoverable,only by the Powers and Saga- 
city of the Mind, which from the out- 
ward Efftes,can judge of the inward Na- 
ture of the Cauſes? TheUnderſtanding can 
penetrate much farther into the inſide of 
things, than our Senſes or Fancy can en- 
able us todo; we find the Mind can and 
we rooms 0 correct the Errors of Senſe 
and Imagination, of which many inſtan- 
ces might be given, if it were needful to 
enlarge. 

But this is ſufficient to make it evident, 
"that there is a higher Principle of Know- 
ledge within us,-than that of our outward 
Senſes; and that many things are know- 
able and intelligible by the one, that are 
not convey*d by. the other : *So that *cis 
falſe Reaſoning to infer, that the Mind:can- 
not haye a Notion or Idea of a _—_ ; 

and | 


ee. VOSS 


(7s 
and immaterial Subſtance, becauſe it can- 
not be the ObjeCQ of Senſation. 

Again, the Atheiſt tells us, that the No- 
tion of a God ſuppoſes him to be Infinite 
and Incomprehenſible, and therefore- it 
muſt be altogether unconceiveable by Hu- 
man Underſtanding, which cannot graſp 


Tnfinity, or comprehend what is Incom- 


prehenſible. 

But may not the Mind apprehend ſome- 
thing of a Deity, tho? it cannot compre- 
hend the-whole of him ? Is it wiſe arguing, 
becauſe we have not all knowledge, there- 
fore we have none at all ? If we know as 


- much of him, as the greatneſs of the Ob» 


ject, and the ſlenderneſs of our Faculties 
will admit ; that is, if we know him te 
be a Being abſolutely and eminently per- 
fect, without the leaft degree of defe&t 
or imperfe&ion, is not this ſufficieat to 
createa Notion and Belief of him ? There 
is ſcarce any inferior Being that we can 


fully comprehend, and becauſe we un- 


derſtand not all Myſteries in Nature, ſhall 
we conclude from thence, that we are 
quite ignorant, and can have no Notion 
or Idea of any thing ? This will lead to 
downright Scepticiſm,and make us believe 
we know nothing;Beſide,we may knowas - 
much of him,as cis fit for us now. to know ; 
we are not at preſent able to Rh 
U 
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full knowledge and ſplendor of the Deity, 
a great part whereof is reſerv*d for the 
Happineſs of a future State, when we ſhall 
ſee God, as he is; and tho? we here know bat 
71 part, ſhall then know even as we are known ; 
and therefore *tis monſtrouſly unreaſona- 
ble to quarrel with the Notion and Idea of 
a God, or think it altogether unconceiva- 
ble, becauſe we cannot comprehend his 
infinite PerfeQtions, in this preſent imper- 
fe& ſtate, wherein we know but little of 
any thing elle. 2 y.” 

But how does the Atheiſt account for all 
theſe noble EffeQts and Operations of the 
Mind, without the Notion of a Spirit ? 
Why, by reſolving all into Matter and 
Motion : For he tells us, that ſome of the 
finer and more ſubtle parts of Matter, calPd 
Atoms, being in continual motion, Iuck1- 
ly fall into thoſe configurations, by which 
all this is perforn'd without the help or 
direction of a Deity : And that ſome hap- 
pen to be wiſer and more knowing than 
others, proceeds from ſome of thoſe more 
refined parts of Matter falling accidental- 


- ty into more happy forms and' contextures 


An them, than they do in others, and ſo in- 
Read of believing in God, they believe 
only in Matter and Motion. A great 


re of Subtilty indeed! to ſublimate 


Matter into Spirit, and to aſcribe the No- 


bleſt 


7 (59>) 

bleft Ats and Operations in the World, 
to the moſt unaQtive and ſluggiſh of all 
things in ir. But whence ſhould Matter 
have this Motion, which: neither is nor 
hath* in it any ſel-moving Principle ? 
Why, of this no account can be given 
without ſome Spiritual Being, that muſt 
give itall itsaQtivity. Can dull Matter of 
it {eif infer one thing from another; .and 
perform thoſe reflex Atts, which we find 
1n'rational Beings ? Can it range the U- 
niverſe in Thought and Contemplation ? 
Or dive into profound Speculations? No, 
_ theſe things 'require another and higher 
'Principle,than ſtupid and ſenſeleſs Matter, 
and owe their riſe to ſome more refin'd, 
ſpiritual, and intelligent Being. - 

- - Tn ſhort, The Notion of a Spirit is fo ne- 
ceſſary to the ſolving of thefe and a thou- 
{and other difficulties, that none but ſuch 
as are wholly immers'd in Matter can 


doubt or disbelieveit. I am, 
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ciftribution-of Earthly Things, to queſti- 
on both the Being and Providence of a 
I God: : They ſee Good Men afflicted, and 
E. the Wicked in great proſperity ; which 
=, -4+..they'think could not be, if the World 
-  ©- were govern'd by ſo Wiſe, Juſt, and 
'Excellent a Being as is pretended, _ 
- This is 2 Quarrel of an ancient date, -or 


TL taking occaſion from the unequal 


&- 


the Heels of many : We read of it.1n D4- 
aca $, who oP himſelf in. great ;dan- 
us, that his Feet were almoſt: gone, and. his 
Steps had well nigh ſlipt, when he ſaw the 
6M Wicked in great proſperity : that they were 
E wot in trouble like other folk, not plagaed like 
__ other Men ; but were luſty and ſtrong, their 
= -&yes pogo out with Fatneſ5 having as much 
 ,- @&s beartcould wiſh; whilit better men than 
4M "they look'd meager and thin, being 
& pinch'd with want, and chaſtened every 
3 morning : This made him begin to douhe, 
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' A Nother Device of the Atheiſt, is his 


an old tumbling Block, that hath trip'd up - 


ger of {tumbling at it ; for himſelftells 
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whether there were any wiſe and Supreme 
Being that order'd theſe things : I beheld 
(faith he) the Ungoaly fooriſhing like 4 
green Bay-tree, and the Righteous Man 
at the ſame time drooping and hanging 
the head like a whither'd leaf; werely I 
have cleans d my heart in vain, and waſhed 
mine hands in innocency : Meaning, that he 
had taken pains to be Religious to no pur- 
poſe, when others that negleQed it, tar?d 
much better than he. 
Again, we find theſe things objected 
in the days of Plutarch, Seneca, and Os 
ther Heathen Moraliſts, who by the bare 
help of Natural Light, went a great way 
to the ſolving of this Riddle of Diving 
Providence : Tho? many of the Poets con- 
cluded the World to be govern'd by blind 
Chance and Fortune, from the promiſcu- 
ous event and diſtribution of theſe things 5 
And there are but too many ſtill, who 
obſerving the Miſeries of Good Men, and' 
the Proſperities of bad, are kd to arraign 
the Juſtice of Providence, and fromthence 
to deny the very. Being of a God. | 
But is this any tolerable Plea for Athes- 


$ iſm ? No, inno wiſe ; for ſome of the wi- 
{ ſer and ſoberer, Heathens have diſcover'd 


ſuch weighty Reaſons for this kind of deal- 
ing- with the Sons of Men, as are abun- 
dantly ſufficient to vindicate the Juſtice of 
SS Divine 
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Divine Providence ; God's forbearing the 
Wicked, may be to propound the Exam- 
ple of his Goodneſs and Patience, to give 
them time for Amendment, to leave them 
without excuſe, and to make their Punifh- 
ment the more terrible and remarkable at. 
laft. Beſide, is: | 
Their Proſperity is: not ſo great as we 
vainly imagine, for 'tis oft-times embitter®d 
with the ſting of an evil Conſcience, and 
attended with fearful ExpeQtations of 
Wrath,and theTerrors of an approaching 
Judgment. | | 
Neither are the Sufferings of the Righte- 
ous founded on leſs weighty Cauſes ; for 
© theſe are no other than the Diſcipline and 
CorreCtions of a Heavenly Father, for 
their future good; They are defign'd 
merely for the exerciſes of- patience, and 
the tryals of their Faith and Conſtancy, 
whichif mantully born, will tend tothe 
encreaſe of their Reward, and add a grea- 
ter weight and luſtre to their Crown of 
Glory. © : | 5 | 
_ Theſe with many other Conſiderations 
_ of great Moment, ſufficient to folve this 
difficulty, you may find infifted on at 
large by Plutarch, Epiftetus, Simplicias, 
Seneca,and others,to whom T'refer you ; all 
which being the plain diſcoveries of Na- 
tural Reaſon, render this cs 
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from any juſt Plea for Atheiſm, that tis 
a plain proof of the contrary, and may 
make all Men ſay, verily there is a God, 
that judgeth the Earth. 

Bur how then come Men to be ſo miſ- 
led by this means; or where lies the 
miſtake in this matter ? Why, this pro- 
ceeds partly from a fond and immoderate 
eſtimation of worldly Proſperity ; mad 
partly, likewiſe, 

From ſome wrong Notions, that are en- 
tertain*d about the Afflictions and Miſeries 
of this preſent Life. For when Men ſo 


| overvalue the good things of this World, 


as to think it impoſſible for any to be hap- 
py without them ; and ſo miſtake the E- 
vils and Adverſities of it, as to judge all 
Men miſerable and unhappy that fall un- 
der them ; *tis no wonder, if they accuſe 
the diſpenſations of Providence, and quar- 
rel with the manager and diſpoſer of them : 
He that takes Wealth and Honour to-be 
the ſole Rewards of Virtue, and conſe- 
quently to be the proper Lot and Portion 
of Righteous Men, may he eaſily induc'd 
to complain of the hard fate of good Men, 
that want them ; and he that hath ſuch 
terrible apprehenſions of Adverſity, as 
to look upon ir as the puniſhment and wa- 
ges of Unrighteouſneſs, may envy and ap- 


'Plaud the good Fortune of bad Men, who 
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ſo often eſcape them, Now both theſe are 
pools miſtakes, and have unhappily led 


ome Men into Atheiſm. ftp 
To ReQtifie which, you muſt know, 
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that AMiction is ſomrimes a greater Bleſ- 


ſing than Proſpericy ; the one ſerving 
to make Men better, the ' other worſe. 
'There be few that, in Pizdar's Phraſe, can 
x97 mnleu par oor, Tightly manage 
great Proſperity : Yea, t00 many are un- 
done by it to Eternity, and make that, 
which was deſfign'd for their good, be= 
come the Inſtrument of their ruin. But 
Where lies the danger of Proſperity ? 
Why, - | 
Firſt, It tempts many unto Pride, and 
makes them too apt to forget both God 
and themſelves; Feſarun waxed Fat and 
kicked, his Abundance made him bold and 
inſolent, and lifted up both his Heart and 
his Heel too againit his Maker : David ob- 
ſlerv?d of the wicked that proſper*d in his 
days, that Pride compaſſed them about as 4 
chain, and violence cover'd them as a gar- 
ment; And this made them ſpeak of wicked 
Blaſphemies, »and ſet their talk againſt the 
moſt high, Plal. 73. 6, 9. Yea, he himſelf 
felt ſomething ot this Tumour, for he ſaid 
in his Proſperity, that he ſhould never be 
- moved: he began to caſt off all dependance 
- upon God, and to rely only on his own 


ſtrength - 


ſtrength: ' And therefore we find Aear 
praying againſt Riches, left being full, 
he (boald deny God, and ſay, who is the Lord? 
Prov. Jo. 0, 9. 2 

_ Again, Proſperity tempts many unto 
Wantonneſs and Luxury ; - Men's corrupt 
Natures too often turning the Encourage- 
ments to Virtue,into the incentives to Vicez 
and making their Plenty the fewel of 
their Luſt and Vanity. By which means, 
their Riches ſerve only to inflame their 
reckoning, and their. abuſed Gifts and 
Talents do but ſink them the deeper into 
Eternal Miſery ; The ſenle of this reQtifi- 
ed the Pſalmiſt's miſtake in this matter, 
and kept him from grieving or grudging 
at the ſhort>liv*d Proſperity of theWicked ; 
for when he went into the Santtuary, he 
Joon UVnaderſtood the end of thoſe Men ; how 
they were ſate in ſlippery places, from whence 
they were ſuddenly caſt down, and came to 4 
fearful end; from whence he learnt ra- 
ther to pity, than envy that Proſperity, 
which had fo. fatal an iflue, and ſerv'd 
merely to fatten them forthe {laughter. 
As you may Read at large in the 73 
Pſalm. 


and do Aﬀictions beſt tend to prevent the 

danger of them? Yes; for theſe -help to 

keep Men humble, ſcaſible of their weak- 
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But is Adverſity the cure of theſe Evils ; 


ha.” 
«24 
490 


er, and make them look up to him, from 
whom both Trouble and Deliverance 
come : Indeed Affiiftions naturally lead 
Men to conſider ; he that feels the ſmart 
of the Rod, will naturally look to him 
that ſtrikes, and conſider too the Reaſon 


which means we are brought to hear 


as:the worſt undergo them. 
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| neſ6and dependance upon a ſuperior Pow- 


of his infliting it; and ſince Afiictions 
{ſpring not out of the Duſt, they dire& 
Y our Contemplations higher, and ſhew us 
Ty the Divine Hand that ſends them, by 
"R Fe 


wvoice of the Rod, and of him that appoint- 
ed it : In their Afflictions ({aith God) they 
will ſeek me early; the Mariners i a Storm 
call each upon their God, whoſe Being and 
Providence in a Calm they had utterly 
forgorten : Before I was afflifted (ſaith the 
Plalmiſt) I went aſtray, but now I have 
'F learn't thy Statates; and therefore thank- 
bk. fully acknowledg*d, that God of wery faith- 
$ fulneſs had cauſed him to be troubled : Ad- 
verſity and trouble have reduc'd many, 
that were miſs-led and corrupted by Pro- 
ſperity : Riches (ſaith the Philoſopher) 
are not to be reputed good things, there- 
fore the worſt as well as the beſt have 
them ; neither are Affliftions to be reck- 
on'd evil things, therefore the beſt as well 


Theſe 
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Theſe things are not only agreeable to, 
but diſcoverable likewiſe by the Light of 
Reaſon, to which if we add the greater 
_ Light of Revelation in this matter, you 
will ſee greater cauſe to dread, than de- 
fire Proſperity, and that we ſhould be {6 
far from being afraid, or aſham'd, that we 
ought rather to g/ory in Tribaulations. In 
a Word, 

If we rightly conſider the many and 
great dangers of Proſperity, and compare 
them with the many and vaſt advantages 
of Affliction, we may ſoon ſee this ſtum- 
bling-block of the Atheiſt to vaniſh, and 
that the Proſperity of bad, and AMiQtt- 
ons of good Men, are fo far from an Ar- 
gument againſt the Being and Providence 
_ of God, that they are a very ſtrong Evi- 
dence and Confirmation of Both. I am, 
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Aving in my laſt remov*d that an» 

KF. #8 cient ſtumbling-block of Atheiſm, 

taken from the Adverfities of Good, and 

the Proſperity of bad Men. I proceed 
Now. to a+later 543: 

;-. Device: of the: Atheiſt, which' is, his 
taking advantage from the many SeAsand 
Differences! in Religion, to lay afide all ; 
and from'Mens: Diſagreement: about the 
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him: This is too obvious in experience, 
to need any proof; for may we not day- 
ly ſee the ſenſe of Religion to wear off 
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from the'Minds of Men, by the ſtir that 

is made about it? Are not the imprefſions 

of Virtue and Goodneſs mightily defac*d 

_ by our Diviſions? So that it cannot be 

doubted, but the different Sets and O- 

Pinions of our Age are..a*great Cauſe of 
"that Atheiſm and Irreligion that ſo muckt. | 
abound in it: *Tis too well known, that! | - 
| ſome | - 
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ſome Perſons who have been well enough 
affected to Religion, and had no ſmall zeal 
for,and ſatisfaction in it,have yetby falling 
into the ways of Separation contracted 
that giddineſs and ini{tability,as to loſe all; 
and by running from one-Seti to. another, 
have run themſelves out of, breath, and 
made their laſt reſort into Atheilm ; and 
others perceiving their claſhing aad 1n- 
conſtancy, have gone the ſame way, and 
thrown up all. Wa 

But what influence have Differences and 
Diviſions in Religion upon the producing 
of Atheiſm? Why great, ſyndry, ways? 
As, Firſt, Diviſions tend to expoſe Reli- 
g10n, and .render it vile and deſpicable z 
tor when Men behold it to ſet one another, 
by the Ears, and to engage them 1a ends. 
leſs quarrels and diſputes, they come to 
deſpiſe and think meanly of 1t.; and.ſo are 
eafily induc'd to abandon. that winch 
breeds ſo much diſcord and animoſity : 
They are apt to think, that Religion (if 
there were any ſuch thing); would be a 
more;peaceable, quiet, and harmlefs thing, 
and have other Eitccts upon the Minds of 
Men; but finding it to create little elſe-than 
fewds and differences among the Profeſſors 
of it, they come to entertain low and con=- 


-, temptible Flpughts of it ; and being made 
. --pnly a Bong © 


. Contention, think it good 
(G3 4 for 


WY 
. for nfthing but to be thrown away. A- 
"gain, 
l 2dh. Diviſions begert thoſe doubts and 
uncertainties about Religion, that unſet- 
tle Mens minds, and bring them into ſuch 
a Maze, that they know not where to fix ; 
And in this tumult and confuſion of 
thoughts, many are tempted to throw up 
all, rather than wander about in ſuch un- 
certainties, and loſe themſelves in a crowd 
of endleſs and dfputable Opinions. 
Moreover, 
 3aly. Among the numerous SeQts and 
Parties that are in Religion, there can be 
bur one in the Right; tor tho? error be In- 
finite, yer Truth is but one; and where 
-ro find this among a numberleſs Sett of Pre- 
= renders, is they think a matter of ſo much 
* Kbour and difficulty, that they chuſe ra- 
ther to let all alone, - than to' be at the 
pains and trouble of ſuch an Enquiry. 
Beſide, 
athh. Some perſons having diſcover'd 
+ the jolly and+falſhood of ſome darling O- 
nions they formerly admir'd, are there- 
po induc'd toſuſpe& all the reſt: And 0- 
thers baviafound out the'Cheat and Im- 
poſture of many more, are apt to conclude 
the reft-ro be no berrer: All which haye 
an caſte and Returel rendeney towards A- 
42 £20 EVI 
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theiſm, and are made uſe of by many to 
that end. 

Yea all that are indifferent in matters 
of Religion, and, with Ga{io, care for 
none of theſe things (of which the World 
affords but too many) all ſuch I fay will 
be glad to have ſo plaulible a pretence and 
excuſe for their Irreligion;and they whoſe 
intereſt and deſign it is to have no Religi- 
on, will be ſare to lay hold of this and all o- 
ther advantages againl(t it, In a word, Di- 
viſions naturally deſtroy that Love and 
Charity which is the Bond of perfedineſs, 
and the life of all true Religion, and like- 
wie neceſlarily beget that Hatred, Strife, 
and Animoſity, that is the ground-work 
of Atheiſm, Confuſion, and every Evil 
work. | 
Now here it may not be amiſs to ftay 
a while, and conſider the great Evil and 
Danger of our unhappy Difſentions ; what 
unſpeakable miſchiet rhey dointhe World, 
fand particularly what an apparent handle 
' they give to Arheiſm, being too great an 
occaſion for it, and putting roo fair a co- 
lour upon it. For by raiſing theſe diſputes, 
they do but raiſe a miſt before the Eyes 
of the People, whereby many are wrong- 
tided and led into Atheiſm, and harden'd 
in their disbelief and contempt of all Reh- 
gion; and there forc *twas a wile and _ 
: ome 
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( 90 ) 
{ome piece of Advice of the Apoſtle, to 
mark thoſe that cauſe Divigions and avoid 
them. 

* Neither will it be amiſs, if the Authors 
and Abetters of theſe Diviſions will ſet 
down and conſider, what account they 
will be able to give, for thoſe many and 
great Evils, that apparently proceed from 
them : For if we are forbidden to lay any 
ſftumbling-Block or occaſion of talling in 
our Brother's way how will theſe Men an- 
ſwer for all that Irreligion that hath been 
evidently occaſioned by this means ? Or 
what. Plea | will they make- for all that 
Schiſm and Atheiſm, into which ſo many 
are hereby betray'd? This is a Conſide- 
ration of greater Moment than ſome are 
aware of ; for tho? oftences may and mill 


come, yet woe be to them by mhom the offence 


But are theſe Differences and Diviſions 


in Religion a ſufficient pretenceand excuſe 
for Atheiſm ?- No, far from it ; for: tho? 
. fuch are accountable to God, . that give the 
occaſion; yet that will not juſtifie or ex- 
cuſe thoſe that take it ; this being an Evil 
which they are ſufficiently forewarn'd' of, 
and therefore ſhould be forearm?d againit 
it - So that all the Atheiſm occaſion'd from 
hence, proceeds rather from an Obftinacy 
and Perverſeneſs in the Will, than: from 
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any defect of Light or Knowledge in the 
Underſtanding. 

And here we find the Atheiſts, who 
would be thought Men of the deepeſt 
reach and inſight into theſe things, guilty 
of very foul and falſe Reaſoning in this 
matter : For, | 

Firſt, What tho? ſome Opinions in Re- 
ligion have been found to be falſe, will it 
follow thence, that there is none true ? 
There are ſome that have entertain'd 
wrong Notions 1n all Arts and Sciences, 
yea have maintain'd falſe Problems even 
in the Mathematicks themſelves; and 
will any conclude from thence, that they 
are all lies and falſities? "This Principle 
would deſtroy all knowledge, and lead 
Men to deny and disbelieve every thing: 
There have been no doubt Hereticks and 
'Schiſmaticks in all Ages, who. have e- 
ſpous'd many Errors-and' miſtaken Opini- 
ons about the: Worſhip of God; and will 
any infer from thence, that all Religion 
is 1mpoſture ? Certainly this is very: bad 
arguing, and will lead Men to the heighth 
of Scepticiſm and Infidelity. Again, 

- Whattho'Mendifter about ſomethings, 
will it follow thence that they agree in 
nothing? And if (as one hath well ob- 
ſerv'd) their diſagreement be an Argu- 
ment. of the falſhood of ſome things; why 
#4 3 | 19 
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(92) 
is not their Agreement as good an Argu- 
ment for the truth of other ? The diffe- 
rences in Religion are commonly about 
'the Circumſtances of it, as about the 
Modes of Worſhip and Diſcipline ; where- 
as Men generally agree in the Matters of 
Faith and Eſſentials of Religion ; and in- 
deed there is nothing wherein all Man- 
kind do more univerſally agree, than in 
the Belief and Worſhip of a God : And 
is it not unreaſonable,becauſe they may dif- 
fer in ſome things, to ſuſpeEt the Truth of 
that wherein they are all agreed! He 
that finds himſelf inclin'd'to make this bad 
uſe of Mens diſputes, and to improve theſe 
petty differences into Atheiſm, may. do 
well to ſit down and conſider how far Reli- 
10n 1s concern'd in them, which if he can 
be perſwaded to do, he will ſoon ſee that 
theſe things do not affe&t the Truth and 
Foundation of it, in which they are all a- 
greed, but only the beauty and ornament of 
the SuperſtuQure, they refer rather to 
matters of Speculation than PraCtice : And 
if any have various Sentiments about the 
Ornaments and Out-works of a Building, 
{ure that can be no Reaſoneither to diftruſt 
or ſubvert the Foundation. I am, 
D STR, 
rours, 
A. B. 
LE T- 
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LETTER XIL 


SIR, 


Shew*d in my laſt, the perverſe uſe 

which the Atheiſt makes of the Di- 
1putes and Differences that are found in 
the World about matters of Religion: I 
proceed 1n this to Another Device much 
like it ; which is, his taking occaſion from 
the Hypocriſte and bad lives of ſome pre. 
tenders to it,to conclude all Religion to be 
falſe, and from thence to fall into Athe- 
iſm and Infidelity. 

This is a frequent and fatal praCtice, 
of which our Age does afford many ſad 
and doleful inſtances : there are ſome who 
will be at no pains to examine the truth 
or fal[hood of any Religion, but take it up- 
on truſt, as the Cuſtom of the Country 
where they live, or as *tis deriv'd down to 
them by their Parents or Anceſtors: Now 
theſe lie open to all the aſſaults of Atheiſm, 
and being altogether 'unguarded againſt 
them, are but too ready to ſurrender upon 


any ſummons, and to yield to every temp- 


tation to it ; Their Faith, for lack of being 
Catechiz'd and well-principld in the be- 
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pinning, hath no firm bottom, but lies 
wholly in the power of a corrupt and in- 
conſtant W1ll, which will move as intereſt 
and inclination lead it, ſo that as ſoon as 
they become wicked enough, to need A- 
. thetſm for a Refuge, they will be ready 
to flie to it : And therefore we are bid to 
try and examine the Truth of Doctrines, 
and be ready to give a Reaſon of the Faith 
and Hope that is in us, when ever we are 
ask2d or call'd toit,that being well-ground- 
ed in the Truth of Religion, we may ad- 
here to it againſt all oppoſition, and ſtand 
the ſhock of the fierceſt Temptations. A- 
gain, 
There are others, who think ſometimes 
" upon Religion, and make ſome enquiry. 
into it, bur yet judge of the truth or 
falſhood of it, not by the ſoundneſs of its 
Precepts, but by the Lives and Practices 
of thoſe that make the greateſt profeſſion 
of it : "Theſe likewiſe tro fave the trouble 
of a- deep and impartial ſearch into the 
grounds and principles upon which Reli- 
gion ſtands, enquire what others think of. 
it, who by their pretences ſeem beſt to un- 
derſtand it; and becauſe Mens AGtions 
are the beſt diſcovery of their thoughts 
- and opinions of things ;'they judge of what 
they think 1n theſe matters, by what they 
ſee them do; ſo that when they ſee ſuch 
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Mens PraQtices give the Lye to their Pro- 
feſſion, and find them act as as if they 
did not believe whar they ſay, this makes 
them think that there is no Reaſon to be- 
lieve it, and that Religion is nothing elſe 
but a cunning Device, made uſe of b 
ſome Men to carry on their worldly Inter- 
eſt and Deſigns. 'This no doubt hath 
drawn many into Atheiſm, and harden'd 
others in it. The many vile tricks that 
have been play*d under the Mask of Reli- 
gion, the 'gilding of Treaſon and Rebel- 
lion with a ſpecious pretence of Zeal for . 
God's Glory, and hiding Faction and Se- 
dition under the colours. of Reformation, 
have made many ſuſpect the whole for a 
Contrivance, and to caſt it off as a Syſtem 
of Lies and Impoſtures. 

But is it a true and fate Rule, to judge 


of the truth of Religion by the lives of 


thoſe that profeſs it? No, a very unſafe 
and crooked one : For, 
Though the Hypocrite that plays this 
game, ſhall dearly rue hereafter for all 
the Evil done by this means ; tho? his por- 
tion of miſery and damnation will be hea- 
vier and hotter than others, for laying 
ſuch a ſtumbling-block in their way, by 
which ſo many tall to their Eternal Ruin ; 
yet this will not excuſe the folly of ſuch as 


by 


(Se 


+ 
——_ ES ated 
, Fr FOTOS k 
<> VEN tral 


es» + 
by it,nor juſtifie ſuch Atheiſtical Conclufi- 
ons drawn from it : Example you know is 
a falſe and fallacious Rule to walk by ; for 
fince the generality of Men leave the wa 
in which they ſhould walk, to follow 
them, or infer our Duty from them, is for | 
the moſt to go aſtray. 

But they draw this Concluſion (they ſay } 
not from the looſe and debauch'd part of 
the World, that have no ſenſe of Religi- 
on, but from the ſtricter ſort, that make 
the bp pretenſions to. it, and ſeem to. 
have the deepeſt impreſſions of it 3 and if 
theſe make it evident by their lives, that 
they believe little or nothing of it, what 
can we think of it, but as a mere Delufi- 


on? But,donot Mena& ſometimes againſt 


their own perſuaſion? And are not too 


' many carried away by the ſway of their 


Luſts and corrupt Deſfigns,agaioſt the con- 
victions- of their own Mind ? That Men 
ſometimes knowingly and wilfully com- 
mit great fins, and cover vile enormities 
under a cloak of greater {anQity; 1s a * 
matter indeed to be lamented, but cannot 
reaſonably be urg'd as an Argument - a- 
gainſt Religion : Will any think that a 
Cheat, becauſe ſome that doill things are 
found to be ſo? And if theſe att fo bad a 
part, ſhall any be encourag'd by it to a& 
a worſe ? Sure this 1s very bad a. 

| uch 
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uech as cannot well be own'd by any, that 
_— be thought Mean of Senſe and Rea- 
n. 

*Tis not unuſual for Mens words to be 
better than their Actions; and in ſack 
caſes the wiſeſt courſe is to do as they ſay, 
and not as they do. This direction we find 

iven with Relation to the Phariſees, who 
te in Moſes's Chair,and ſpake many good 
things from it,tho* their doings ran counter 
to their DoQtrines ; whet therefore they ſay, 
we are bid to do,but not to do after their works, 
for they ſay and do not. Certainly, *tis a 
much better courſe to learn from others 
bad lives to amend our own, than to take 
occaſion from thence to grow worſe, and 
to caſt off all fear of God from before our 
Eyes. | Ts 
Beſide, have not ſome Men bad deſigns 
tocarryon ? And do they ftick at any ways 
or means to promote them? May nat the 
beſt things be abus'd to evil purpoſes ? And 
is nothing true or good, becauſe it may 
be made to ſerve bad ends ? | 
| Now tho? theſe falſe tricks of Hypo- 
crites, may be a good Reaſon why we 
ſhould nor believe every Spirit, or be car- 
ried away by vain pretences ; yet they can 
| be no Argument againſt the Truth of Re- 
ligion, no more than it would be to affirm, 
that there are no true Diamonds, becauſe 
7 oo H there 


there are ſo many counterfeits. How then 
comes it to pals, that ſo many are caught 
in this ſnare, and miſ-led by ſuch an appa- 
rent fallacy? Why, this muſt proceed 
partly 

From ſome Mens averſneſs to Religion, 
heighten'd by a ſtrong defire to follow the 
{winge of their corrupt inclinations, and 
to be freed from any check or reſtraint it 
might lay upon them. , And, 

artly likewiſe, from their too great 

proneneſs to Atheiſm, which makes them 
lay hold on any thing, tho? never ſo mean, 
that may give any countenance or encous 

ragement to it. 
In ſhort then, The Atheiſts great apt- 
neſs to draw ſuch bad Concluftions from 
Lives may be a good Caution againſt all 
Immorality and Vice, by which the name 
of God is Blafpheni*d ; but can by no means 
| be made a Plea for Atheiſm, or give any 
juſt Cauſe to diſcard Religion as an Im- 
poſture. I am, 


STR, 


#4. , 
4 
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Yours, 


A. B. 
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LETTER XIIL 


$8.4 
Aving in the foregoing Letters 
ſhew'd the weakneſs of the A- 
tneiits Arguments againſt a Deity : I pro- 
ceed in this to another Artifice he makes 
uſe of to undermine the Belief and Wor- 
ſhip of him; and that is to Scoffat and De- 
ride Religion, and if he cannot Argue it, 
to endeayour to Laugh it out of the World; 
This is done bythoſe, who would be thought 
to be the knowing Men and Wits of the 
Age; who firſt try the ſtrength of their 
Reaſon, and when that fails, fly to Art to 
ſupport their Atheiſm,and ſet their Wits at 
work to Rally and Ridicule Religion. 
_  This'is a degree of wickedndls, which 
Men are not wont to arrive to preſently,fot 
the Pſalmiſt intimates, that they muſt 
walk « while in. the Counſel of the Ungodly, 
and ſtand in the way of Sinners, before they can 
Jet down and ſettle in the Chair of the Scorner. 
Pal. 1. 1. When they are ſeated there, 
and accuſtomed themſelves to this vile 
practice, they ſoon loſe the ſenſe of a Dei- 


ty, and ſo perſwade themſelves and others 
Be. H 2 , that 
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1mpudence to ſcorn and deſpiſe him. 


that there is no Godgbecauſe they have the 


But do theſe Men think by Laughter to 
alter the Nature of Good and Evil ? Or 
that a God of Infinite Power, Wiſdom 
and Juſtice, will be thus play*d or droll'd 
out of his Being ? Can they hope to pre- 
yail by leveling their Blaſphemies againft 
the moſt High ; ſetting their Moath againſt 
the Heavens, andcauſing their Tongue to walk 
through the Earth? No, certainly ; this is 


| both a fruitleſs and frivolous attempt, for 


he that fitteth in the Fleavens will laugh 


| them to ſcorn, the Lord (ball heve them in de- 


 rifion. 


What end then can theſe Men pro 
in ſuch a vile piece of Wickedaeſs? Why, 


this is done, 


Firſt, to gain to themſelves the Repu- 
tation of being Wits ; which they endea- 
vour to do, by expoſing the moſt ſerious 
things : The life and picquancy of Wit, 
(as one hath welt obſerv'd) lies in the ſur- 
prizingneſs of its conceits and expreffions ; 
and conſequently to Ridicule things Sacred, 
which ought in-Reaſon to be Priviledg*d 
from it, is moſt apt to aftoniſh and ſurprize 
the hearers ; and if any (as light and vain 
Perſons are wont to be) are thereby moved 
to Laughter, they are tickled with the 

' - Conceit 


of El 5 5a 
Teo. CO 
= 
_— 


( 101 ) 


conceit, and thereby pleaſe and inure 
themſelves to this impious praCtice. 

\This way the dulleft perſons (if they 
will be Prophane enough) may be eafil 
dubb'd Wits, by venturing to ſay thoſe 
rude things of God and Religion, which 
no wiſe Man would preſume to utter, and 


this proves a ſtrong temptation to many 


who have no other way to be thought 


witty. Again, 


2ahy. 'This is thought by ſome a genteel 


_ and brave thing, to go out of the common 


Road, and to caſt off thoſe feats'which o- 
thers are aw'd and terrifi*d withal ; - they 


reckon it a ſort of Gallantry of Spirit, to 


be above the of: 7h that poſſeſs Vulgar 
Minds, and to'ſhake off thoſe Fetters of 
Religion, with which the generality ſuffer 
themſelves tamely to be bound; and the . 
better to break theſe Chains, they labour 
to break their Jeſts upon them. Moreover, 
- 3aly. This 1s done to give the better 
countenance to their ſinfu] pra@tices and 
immoralities; for if they can expoſe Vir- 
tus, 'and make Religion ridiculous, they . 
mayaCt their Vices with the greater grace, 


and follow the ſway of their Luſts with- 


out ſhame or controul. Beſide, they think 
it a good Plea for their Wickedneſs, that 
they do not therein contradi& any Princi- 
ple they profels, they at ſuitably to whar 

H 3 they 
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they pretend, and therefore to put the bet- 
ter Face upon their V ices, . they laugh at 
thoſe for Fools, who do not believe and 
a&t as they do: Thus by accuſtoming 
themſelves to. ridicule the moſt ſerious 
things, they bring on a Conterppt of God 
and Religion, and droll. themſelves into 
Atheiſm. But is there any Wiſdom or Safe- 
ty in ſo doingf No, quite atherwiſe; no- 
thing can be more ſottiſh-or dangerous ; 
for all ſuch Mirth.is no. better than Mad- 
neſs, and this kind of Laughter will ſhort- 


ly end in weeping ond wailing aud gnaſhing of 


,, We have heardiof ſome, that would ra- 
ther loſe their Friend than their Jeſt ; but 
*tis ſtrange..that this drolling humour 
ſhould carry any o far, as to make them 
yenture the, loſs of the favour-of God, the 
beſt Friend and BenefaRor inthe World, 
for the ſake of an.idle-prophane Jeſt, which 
taints the Air that gives it breath, and ei- 
ther grates upon, or corrupts the Ears of 
thoſe thathearm,:. >; ro) - pof noiptiee 

But becauſe this is become a tooirequent 
and faſhionable praQtice, and hath betray'd 
many into:Atheiſm ; *twill be requiſite to 
lay open the folly and danger of at. And, 
Furſt, if there were nothing elſe, the un- 
pardonable rudeneſs and indecence of this 
practice, 1s ſufhicient to ſhew it highly un- 
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becoming any perſon of Senſe or Breeding ; 
for ſince Mankind generally profeſs a high 
eſteem and veneration for God and Religj- . 
on, it muſt be a manifeſt breach of Civili- 
ty and good Manners to {coff at and deride 
them : The Lawsof Converſation require 
to treat all Men with due reſpect ; there is 
none can hear with patience his Father or 
his Friend expos'd to Scorn and Deriſion ; 
and what an unparallePd affront mult it be 
to Mankind, to make God and Religion 
(the deareſt things to them in the world) 
the ſubje& of Contempt and Raillery ? 
Again,2dly, The mighty influence which 
the belief of a Gad hath upon the publick 
welfare, may convince any con(idering 
Man of the great Evil of deriding it ;. he 
that deſpiſes Religion, cuts the Sinews of 
Government, and diſſolves the firmeſt 
Bond of Human Society ; for when Men 
have laugl*d away the Fear of God and 
the Senſe of Religion, all Obligations of 
Conſcience are gone with it, and nothing 
remains to keep them to their duty, bur 
the fear of Men, which is a looſe Princi- 
ple that will vary or ceaſe, as opportunity, 
intereſt, or humour lead it. Moreover, 
34h, Tojeſt at,and expoſe Religion,is the 
grofleſt abuſe of Wit that can be made of 
it ; for it turns one of the chieteſt Orna- 
ments of Yirtue, into an Encouragement 
\ | H 4 WE 
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of Vice, and makes that which was given- 
to recreate the Mind, and ſweeten Con- | 
verſation; to become the Bane and Peſt of | | 


both:Wit (as a great Man hath obſerv*d)1s 
a keen Weapon, as apt for bad as good 
purpoſes, and therefore a wiſe Man ſhould 
have the keeping of it, to prevent the miſ- 
chief and danger of its ill management. 
There 1s a good uſe of Wit in many Ca- 
ſes; as to adorn Virtue, and recommend 
it tothe beſt Advantage; to expoſe Vice, 
and render it as it deſerves, Ridiculous; to 
ſeaſon Converſation, and to eaſe and re- 
lieve che Mind under the burden of its 
Cares; and whilſt it keeps within thefe 
Bounds,tisa ufefyl and commendable Qua- 
lity ; but when it tranſgreſſes theſe Rules, 
and. breaks in upon Goa and Religion, 'it 
loſeth its name, and degenerates into Inſo- 
tkenceand Impiety. | 
Yea, ſuch as would be thought Wits, by 
jeſting upon ſacred and ſerious things, do 
bur. betray the greateſt folly ; *rwas the 
fool that ſaid in his Heart, there was no 
. God; and Solomos tells us, that none but 
: Fools make 4 mock of Sin, or think of mock- 
ing God, who neither can nor will be mocked. 
Ina word, all prophane Wit is the heighth 
of folly,and tho? it have never ſo much Salt, 


E.-  Cannotbe ſavoury, but nauſeous and offen- 
t , fivetoallwile Men, Pe CS? 
= Laſth, 6 
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Laſtly, The unſpeakable hazard the A- 
theiſt runs in deriding Religion, is enough 
to ſhew the danger and folly of this impi- 
ous praCtice : For if the Atheiſt ſhall find 
at laſt that there is a God, as undoubtedly 
he will, what will he ſay for thoſe rude 
ſcoffs and affronts he hath put upon him ? 
What account can he give for all this im- 
pudent Buffoonry ? What horrour and 
confuſion of Face muſt needs ſeize them, 
when the Maker and Judge of the World 
ſhall avenge this inſolence upon them, and 
vindicate his Honour in their Eternal De- 
ſtruction? This is a matter well worth 
their ſerious and timely confideration, that 
they may repent and return no more to. 
this Folly : Otherwiſe, if they will conti- 
nue to laugh on,and ſcoff at Religion, God 
Almighty will ſhortly take his turn-too, 
and will laugh at their Calamity, and mock 
when their Fear cometh. « 3Ot, 

In ſhort then, thisdrolling upon Sacred 
Things is ſo far from giving any juſt encou- 
ragement to Atheiſm, that *tisan high Ag- 
gravation of the Impiety ; and all ſuch 
Mirth will end at laſt in the deepeſt Sad- 
neſs. I am, 

* S F R, 
= __ Yours, 
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TF Proceed now to the laſt, tho? none of 
"Withe leaſt Artifices to ſupport and coun- 
renance Atheiſm : For when the Atheiſt 
is beaten out of all the farmer ſubterfuges, 

he hath recourſe to another Device, i 

geſted tohimby his ſenſual Luſts and Ap- 

petite. And that is, - 

To charge Reljgion with a fooliſh Bar. 
gain; and that ſuch as embrace it, aCt: 
upon ſlender and inſufficient Motives, To 
prove which, they tell us, - 

That to part with. preſent Certainties, 
for uncertain Futurities,: can be no Act of 
Wiſdom; for in doubtfulCales the greateſt 
Evidence ſhould ſway : Now we are ſure 
(ay they) of what is. preſent, but can 
never be ſo of what is future ; and there. 
fore he charges it with folly, to. deny 
themſelves the preſent Pleaſures, Profits, 
and Honours of this World, for a few 
= - vain Hopes of better things 1n another, 
be which perhaps may never come to paſs, 
FW and of which none could eyer yer give 

them any certain Evidence, Ie 
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. This, tho? own'd indeed by few, is yet 
the Senſe and Language of moſt mens 
Lives and Actions ; which ſhew them to 
be fond to exceſse of theſe Earthly enjoy- 
ments, but to have little or no regard to 
the weightier Concerns of Heaven and E- 
ternity, and, with Martha, fo be cumber'd 
' about many things, with the, negle& of 
the one thing neceſſary. The Epicures 
SONg, 1s, let us eat and drink, for tomorrow 
we are; the preſent time 1s ours, and all 
that we can call ſo; for the time to come, 
we know not whoſe it may. be, and there- 
fore *tis wiſdom to enjoy what we are ſure 
of, and not to defer or ſuſpend :our hap- 
pineſs upon any ſuch future uncertainties. 
' But be zo0t deceiv'd ({aith the Apoſtle) 
Evil Communications corrupt goon Man- 
mers; yea ſuch vain communication cor- 
rupt mens Minds, debauch their Reaſon; 
and 'makes them at&t like Fools, when 
they would be thought to talk moſt wiſe- 
Ly. For, 4 201 
Firſt, The preſent Enjoyments. of this 
World, (how confidently Joever we may 
call them our own) are infinitely vain and 
uncertain, and when we think to enjo 
Moſt of them, frequeatly. leave and lure 
our expeQations : | Riches take to themſelves 
wings and fly away, when we think to hold 
them faſteſt; ThePleaſures and Deg 
| Fng 
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the World are all fleeting and momentany, 
yea they are imbirter*d with a Sting, and 
mingled with Sorrow : Honour is a puff of 
wind that is quickly gone, and he that ad- 
mires theſe things, ſets his heart upon 
that which is not : So that the Atheiſt is miſ{- 
taken in his Suppoſition, for theſe preſent 
things are got ſo certain as he takes them. 
Neither are they ſo much the Happinels, 
as the Trouble and Miſery of human life ; 
4 the wicked Man knows many times that 
|: he plays the Fool in gratifying his Luſts, 
Y and owns that he ought to do otherwiſe ; 
E he feels a regret and trouble upon his 
Is mind, and does not ſo much enjoy, as dif- 
p quiet himſelf in indulging of them. Hows 
ever, 
The Atheift here tells us, that the 
R_ of this life affe& his Senſes, he 
Is himſelf in ſome meaſure pleas'd and 
A delighted with them ; and why ſhould he 
'Þ abridge himſelf of ſuch ſenſible Delights, 
A for Future Things, of which he hath ne 
taſt, and can have no aſſurance ? 
* As for the pleaſures of Senſe, they are. 
. In the moſt innocent uſe of them vaſtly ex- 
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= eceded by the pleaſures of Virtue and Re» 

- Bgion ; for theſe have a ſweeter Reliſh on 

the Mind, and leave far more laſting im- 

=. —Ppltons of joy and ſatisfaftion, than any © - 
© Tenſual Delights ever didor can do; a_ PE 
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this pure delight flow at laſt mi of 3 
joy, and run into thoſe Rivers of pleaſure, | 
that are at Goas right hand for evermore,there 
is infinite Reaſon why we ſhould abridge 
our ſelves in theſe ſenſual Enjoyments, for 
the fruition of a far more glorious and dus- - 
rable Felicity. 

But ftill the uncertainty and want of E- 
vidence for theſe things ſticks with the 
Atheiſt, and makes the parting with the 
one for the other a fooliſh Bargain; for we 
never ſaw (faith he) nor experienc'd theſe 
things our ſelves, nor ever ſpake with 
any one that did. = 

But what kind of Evidence is it, that he 
would have of theſe things? I hope he 
does not expect more than the nature of 
the thing will bear, for that would be un- 
reaſonable, and ſhew him to be both un» 
willing and uncapable of ConviQtion. 
Now God being a ſpiritual and conſequent- 
ly an inviſible Subſtance, cannot be proy?d 
by the Evidence of Senſe, for zo man hath 
ſeen God at any time. 

Neither can a future ſtate, which-com- 
mences not tal after this life, be at preſent 
viſible, or fall under the tryal or expert-- _ i"... 
ence of any of our Senſes : ſo that thiskind.5, 7. 
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of proof cannot in Reaſon be .requir'd in} © 2 

this Caſe, neither can the Atheift exaQ it; - 

. without wounding his own Caule ; for nei»; 
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ther car Epicurus's Atoms, nor Ariſtotte's 
Ete rnity of the World be prov'd this way: 
What Aſſurance then have we of theſe 
Truths? Why,we have the proper, that is a 
ay me eng upon the evident 
and necefſary deduCtions of Reaſon, which 
is ſufficient to beget a confident Perſwaſion 
of the truth of them, and to remove all 


- doubts and-diftruſt to the contrary. 


In ſhort, we have as great an Aſſurance 
of theſe Things, as 'tis poſſible for us to 


| have, ſuppoſing that they are true, which 


is enough to fatisfie any reaſonable man in 
the belief of them : Let us ſuppoſe then that 
there-is a God, that is a Being of all poſ- 


* ſible Perfe&ions; how may we come to 


know or be aſſured of it ? Why, not by 


| the Evidence of Senſe ; for being a Spirit, 


he cannot fall under the Cognizance of any 
of our Senſes ; the only proof we can have 
of him, muſt be either from ſome ſecret 
impreſſions of him upon our Mind, or from 
ſome viſible Effects and Operations, "that 
can only be aſcrib'd to ſuch a Being ; and 
both theſe we have in this Caſe. Again, 

 Suppoſing there be a future ſtate for the 
Rewarding of Good, and Puniſhing of 
Bad Men, what proof can we have of it ? 
Why,none from the evidence of Senſe; for 


_ things future and at a diſtance are incapa- 


ble of that kind of proof ; all the Aſſurance 


we can have of it, 15 from the Attributes 
and 
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Maker of all things, whoſe Truth and 
Faithfulneſs hath declar*d it, and whoſe 
Mercy and Juſtice neceſlarily require it ; 
for ſince the Obſervation and Violation of 
his Laws, are not uſually rewarded or 
Puniſhed in this life, there muſt be ano- 
ther ſtate where the honour of thoſe Di- 
vine PerfeCtions will be more openly and 
throughly vindicated. 

The truth is, *tis not want of Light, but 
mens ſhutting their Eyes againſt it, that 
miſs-lead's them in this matter ; *tis a falſe 
heart that ſuggeſts thefe doubts, and a 


corruptWill that pretends lack of ſufficient 


aſſurance : For Men dayly aCt upon far leſs 
Evidence in all other matters, and ven- 
ture their Lives and Fortunes upon things 
that have no higher than this Moral Cer- 
| tainty ; what wiſe Man ever doubts, 
whether there be ſuch a place as the Indies, 
Spain,or Terkey, tho' perhaps he never ſaw 
either ? Do not many transfer their Eſtates 
by way of Traffick into Foreign Coun- 
tries, of which they have no othes know- 


ledge, than from the Teſtimony and Re- 


| lation of others? And he that ſhould re- 
fuſe to believe or a& upon this kind of Cer- 
tainty, would be reckon'd no better than 
' a Fool or a Mad-man : And if this fort of 
aflurance be ſufficient to juſtifie our diſcre- 
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"* CYre ) 
tion in the affairsof our Body ; why ſhould 
we diſtruſt it in the matters of our Soul; 
eſpecially ſince *tis not poſſible in our pre- 
ſent ſtare to have any higher ? 

But tho? this Evidence (faith the Atheiſt) 
be ſufficient in Temporal Matters ; yet a 
reater Certainty 1s requiſite in Divine - 
hings, and the weightier Afﬀairs of Eter- 
nity. Now tho? this be not wanting to all 
that are willing to receive it, yet what 
Reaſon'can be given, why that Afſlurance 
which guides Mea in the purſuit of a Leſſer 
Good, ſhould not influence them much 
more to obtain a Greater ; And that Evi- 
dence which is ſufficient to prompt them 
toavoid Temporal Evils, ſhould not more 
Rrongly encline ther to eſcape thoſe that 
are Eternal, 
In a Word, The vaſt odds that is on 
the ſide of Religion,ſhews it tobe far from 
a fooliſh Bargain; for if there be no God 


-.-'or a World ro come, the Good Man can 


be no loſer, for he only parts with his 
Lufts, which are the ſhame and ſcandal of 
his Nature, and inſtead of + wv} =, ono 

ealth, 
intereſt, reputation, and every way 
molt conducing to the Peace and Com- 
fort of the preſent life © But if there be 
a God and a future ſtate, as 'tis more than 
ten thouſond to one there are, he-wiltbe - 
vaſtly 
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vaſtly a Gainer, for beſide the'preſent quis 
et and ſatisfaQtion he enjoys here, he is ſe-' 
curd of everlaſting Peace and Tranquili= 
ty hereafter, and tor the poor verithing: 
 triflesof Time, which he now parts with, 
ſhall be rewarded with the ineftable Joys 
and Glories of Eternity 3 and ſure no wiſe 
Man will charge this with Folly : For if 
he who hath exchang'd Pebbles tor Pearls, 
is by all thought to have made a wiſe bar- 
gain, he that.parts with the light Momen« 
tany things of this Life,' for an Eferndd 
Crown of Glory. tn a better, will in rhe.end 
be found tohave made a much wiſer. I amy 
STR,..:: 3... ©... 
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Have inthe fotegoing Letters;accords 
ing to-promiſe, et forth ſome of: the 

principal Arts and Devices, that are made 

uſe of) tro ſupport and countenance 'Athe- 
iſm ;/ and:likewiſe, according' to your de- 
firelaid open the Eviland:Danger of them, 

-. Bur becauſe the Requeſt of your Letter 

extended not only to the” Cauſe, but 'the 

[Cure-of Atheiſm ; it will be requiſite; for 

a:Cloſe, to ſubjoyn ſome few DireQions to 

Fon. I _ that 
+ | 
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on ond; And h kere — hath been faid 
touching the Riſe of this Evil, may help 
us to: find out the Remedies of it ; for as to 
know: the Cauſe of a Diſtemper, is a fair 

ep towards.the Cure, ſo to diſcover the 
Devices-of Atheiſm, is the readieſt way to 

event the Danger, and to be preſery'd 
Bu the Contagion of it. 

-/Bue becauſe the Riſe of this Evil is more 
from: -the Will and AﬀeCtions, than.from 
the-Mind: or Underſtanding, we are to ap- 
plycour felves rather to reQifie the for- 
mes,-than to:inform the latter; for Men 

are: aot:! Atheiſts: fo. much for want of 

Knowledge, as for lack of a due Uſe and 
Application of it. - And therefore the 

Firſt and Grand Preſervative againſt A- 
theiſm, muſt be to mortifie and ſubduc 
alt-Gnful and-fenfualEufts, for theſe give 
the:ftrongeſt ies oe: Evil hrs / 
tod many into it: We obſerv*d before,that 
a vicious life makes it Mens intereſb that 
there-be no God, and that makes; it thgr 
with, and-ſoon after their belief thatithere 
is, 0@ne-: 'This'is:thecommon andiondinary 
Road - to: Atheilim, : and: 1s: indeed: that 

aa way, that tes þ.to, Deſtrattion.; which 
Cn ſo.cafie, /and. ſuitable: to Mens vile 
and vicious Inclinasions, many. there be 
SOREN and walk in;it.. ; - 

Bu thas quench Nat loſeour a elves, and 
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walk on for Company to our own ruin, we 
are togetout of this broad way,and betake 
our ſelves into the ſtraighter paths of Mor- 
tification and Selt-denyal, which lying 
croſs to Mens wicked and corrupt afteQtt- 
ons, is the true Reaſon that few there be 
_ thar findit, *T was wiſely obſery*d by a 
great Man, that the main Reaſon why a- 
ny Man becomes an Atheiſt, is becauſe he 
152 wicked Man, . and reſolves to be ſo: 
Retigion- would curb them in their Luſts, 
and therefore they caſt it off, and put all 
the Scorn they can upon it : So that to cure 
this Malady, we muſt, in the Prophets 
Phraſe, ceaſe £0 do evil, and learn to do well : 
This will take off that wrong byaſs that 
turris ſo many out of the way, and likewiſe 
fer them right in the way that. /zaas 70 &- 
vertefling If. 4 6x4.) <o Y 
Secondly, To prevent this growing Evil, 
ler us often meditate upon the adaurable 
Frame and Fabrick of the World, and fet 
apart ſome time for the Contemplation of: 
the wonderful Works both of Creation 
and Providence; theſe will afford fuch 
plain Evidence and Demonſtration of a 
Deity, that *tis ſcarce poſſible for the moſt 
profigate Perſon; that will conſider, to 0- 
verlook them. I have already ſhew'd you 
the vain Attempts of the Arheiſt, in going 
about to folve the Phenomens of the 
World without a Supreme Being, —_— 
1116 I 2 y 
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by affirming that it. had no beginning, or 
that it had its beginning from Chance, or . 
Fortune, both which are attended with 
ſach Abſurdities, as are too grols for any, 
but an Atheiſts Faith to ſwallow ; for 
which way ſoever we tura our ſelves, we 
meet with the plain Prints and Footſteps 
of a Deity. 

If we took upward, the Heavens declare 
the glory of God, and the Firmament ſheweth 
his Lo Works, thoſe glorious Luminaries 
of Heaven, the- Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
which by their conſtant Influences cheriſh 
and enlighten the World, mind us of that 
great Father of Lights, that plac'd them 
there ; the exquiſite Order, Beauty, and 
ſteady Revolution of thoſe Heavenly Bo- 
dies, which come forth /;ke « Bridegroom 
out of their Chambers, and rejojce as a Giant 
td'run their _ are ſo many daily and 
Qcular Demonſtrations of a Supream Be- 
ing, that firſt ſet, and ſtill continues them 
In motion. | 

If we look down upon the Earth, and 
behold the admirable Frame, Order, and 
. Contrivance of all things 4n it, we may 
plainly ſeethat of the Apoſtle verified,that 
God Tath not left himſelf without witneſs ; e- 
—_ Creature bearing their Teftimony, 
and directing our Contemplation to him. 

If we take a view of our ſelves, and be- 
hold the curious Needle-work and Con-' 
texture. 
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texture of our Bodies, we may ſee there 
the Finger of a God ; and with the Plal- 
miſt break out in admiration of the infi-- 
nite Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of our 
Creator ; to which, if we add the confide- 
ration of the wonderful Frame and Facul- 
ties of the Soul, we may ſee the Image 
and Superſcription of our Maker ſo viſi- 
bly ſtampt on it, that any conſidering 
Man may know whoſe it is, and whence 
it came. 

If we go lower,to the Creatures ſubjeQ- 
ed to Man's Dominion, we {hall find the 
Birds of the Air ſinging forth the Praiſes of 
their Maker, the Fiſh of rhe Sea declare- 
ing the Wonders of the Deep; and all the 
Beaſts of the Field, ſo many Heralds and 
Inſtruments of his Honour. Yea, if we de- 
{cend to the loweſt rank of Creatures, and 
behold the Herbs, the Graſs, and the Flow- 
ers of the Field, we ſhall find Divinity 
almoſt viſibly Imprinted there ; the Beau- 
ties of the Roſe and the Lilly, which with- 
out any toyl or ſpinning are array'd in 
that natural gayety and bravery, that exe 
ceeds all the coſtly Artire of Solomon, are 
plain Inſtances of the Wiſdom and Care 
of a Heavenly Father, who thus cloaths the 
graſs of the field, and provides ſo wonder- 
tully for all his Creatures. | | 

Theſe are noble SubjeQts for our Medt. 
> tation; in which we = admirably _—_ 
ES | 


LR > 
by a late Learned Diſcourſe (of Dr. Pel- 
ling) concerning the Exiſtence of God, 
wherein the ingenious Author hath. ſo ex- 
cellently diſplay*d the abſtruſe Myſteries 
of Nature, and the Wonders both of Crea- 
tion and Providence, as is ſufficient for e- 
ver to filence and baffle all the Attempts 
of Atheiſm ; And therefore I ſhall add no 
more on this pleaſant Subject, but refer 
you to it. | | ps 
* Thirdly, Topreyent this Evil of Atheiſm, 
let us hearken to the yoice of Conſcience 
ſpeaking withia us, and beware of ſti- 
fling the notices or good motions of it : 
If we turn our Eyes inward, and conſult 
our own breaſts, we ſhall find ſomething 
there that ſecretly tells us when we do 
well, and when we aQ amiſs ; when we 
do that which is meet, right, and our 
bounden Duty, we find a calm and ſereni- 
ty upon our Mind, that chears it with-un- 
expreſlible delight and fatisfaQtion : When 
we do what we ought not, we finft ſome- 
thing within that doth reprehend and fly 
upon us, 'yea, and gaul us too with re- 
morſe and anguiſh ; inſomuch that there 
is none, how wicked ſoever, but finds 
ſometimes a ReluCctance in his Spirit a- | 
gainſt bad ACtions, even when his corrupt 
Paſſions, Deſigns, and Inclinations draw 
him molt ſtrongly ro them. : ; 
Now tjus proceeds from the ſecret calls 


' ABS 
& WI 
S »* 
4 . »- 
” » .- Tx Y 
s ho : * $ 
» 34 EEE! g 


( 119 ) | 
and whiſpers of Conſcience, which 1s a 
kind of Deputy ſet up in every Man's 
' breaſt, to preſerve the Memory and Fear 
of a Deity : And therefore, we are to take 
heed how we deſpiſe the Calls and Admo- 
nitions hereof, for this will lead to a ſear'd 
Conſcience, and that to Atheiſm, | 
Fourthly, To avoid this Evil, we muſt 
(as much as poſſible) avoid all Atheiftical 
Diſcourſe and Company, for theſe are too 
apt to infuſe bad principles into mens 
minds, and to injtil even the poiſon of 
Atheiſm: Cuſtom you know and Compa- 
ny havea mighty influence upon Mankind, 
and always leave either good or bad im. 
preſſions behind them : - if we converſe 
with wiſe men, Solomon tells us, we ſhall 
learn Wiſdom ; we ſhall be benefitted 
by their Diſcourſe and Example,and as one 
Coal kindles another, ſo we may receive 
heat and warmth from their Piety and De- 
votion : but if we delight in the Conver- 
ſation of looſe and vain Perſons, we ſhall 
learn their practices, and inſenſibly loſe 
the very Principles of Religion ;. corrupt 
Communication naturally tends ta cor- 
rupt good manners ; frequent ſwearing 
and curſingtake off from the Reverence 
that' is due to the Divine Majeſty, and 
the lewd Talk and Example of bad com- 
pany gradually wear offall impreſſions of 
Virtue : Vice is infeftious, andcommuni- 
I 4 Cates 
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-cates/its yenom and malignity'to ſuch as. 
come - near it, and therefare we are to 
keep at a diſtance from it, and to have 
no fellpnſbip with the unfrauitful works of dark- 
neſs, but rather reprove them, « 
+ Fifthly, To be arm'd againſt Atheiſm, 
we muſt labour to be well groynded 1n the 
Principles of Religion, = not to take up 
our Faith-upon: Truſt without Examinati- 
on. A Tree (you know) that is. not well 
rooted, is liable to be ſhak*'d with every 
wind ; and ſuch as are pot. well-grounded 
in their Religion, are caſily tolY'd to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind of 
DoQtrine ; He that for want of inſtrution 
1s unable to give a Reaſon of the. Faith 
that is in him, will be as unable upon any 
aſſault to give any Reaſon why he ſhould 
keep itzand ſuch as take up their faith only 
__ Þpon truſt, will be as ready to lay it down 
again, when a ſtrong temptation calls for it. 
_ Tf yoy obſerve it, *tis the uncatechiz?d 
and ill-inftryQed part of Mankind,that fall 
into irreligion, and are carried captive by 
1afidelity; ſuch as theſe, for want of being 
well ſeaſon'd in time with pious and ſound 
Principles, have nothing to hold them; {0 
that as they grow up, if their Temper be 
Sanguine "3 Jolly, they fall into Lewd- 
neſs and Debauchery ; if more ſour and 
melancholy they fall into Phanaticiſmand 
Diviſions; and both, tho? going different Þ} 
ways, | 
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ways, meet at laſt in the Center of 
Atheiſm : Again, | | 
Mens ſhitting of Principles, for want of 
ſteadineſs in Religion, and-varying from 
ſound and receiv'd DoQtrines, is undoubt- 
edly a great occaſion of Atheiſm ; for when 
Men openly relinquiſh what they have 
publickly maintain'd, it makes many call 
in Queſtion the Truth of Religion it ſelf, 
and to think that all other parts of it have 
no better grounds than that which they 
have rejected as groundleſs ; and tho' it be 
unjuſt in any to take this offence, yet tis 
no leſs unſafe for any to give it. Wherefore, 
 Sixthly, To prevent this Evil, we muſt 
beware of being {educ'd or drawn into 
Seats or Parties, for this hath begotten 
that giddineſs and inſtability, that hath 
ſhak*d the Faith of many, and unawares 
led them into Atheiſm. 
- Religion hath its Name from binding; 
and its chief Deſign is to keep Men firm to 
their Duty to God 'and Man ; now the 
relaxing -of this Bond, lets Men- looſe in 
both, and that brings on Diviſions in 
point of Worſhip, and | Corruptions in 
point of Manners ; both which naturally 
lead to Irreligion and Atheiſm; and there- 
fore the Wiſdom and Piety. of a Nation 
is beſt ſeen in preſcribing good Laws to 


= ..prevent all looſeneſs and extravagance in 
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Countenance a- well-eſtabliſh'd Religion, 
by encouraging the Obſervers, and pu- 
niſhing the Tranſgreſſors of it ; fo is it the 
unqueſtionable Duty of Subjefts to keep 
cloſe to the Rules of it, without corrupt- 
1og its Do&rine by Herefie, or breaking 
its Unity by Schiſms and Diviſions. 
Seventhly, To put a ſtop to Atheiſm, 
we muſt take care to frequent the folema 
Worſhip of God, and ET obſerve 
the ſtated Seaſons of publick and private 
Devotion ; the neglect of this hath been 
an unhappy occaſion of the growth of this 
impiety ; for the many preſſing Afﬀairs of 
this World are apt to croud in upon our 
minds, to opens too much of our time 
and thoughts, and thereby to beget an 
utter forgetfulneſs of God, and the greater 
Concerns of another life; to prevent which, 
God Almighty, to keep up the Remem- 
' brance of himſelf for our own good, hath 
_ appointed ſdme ſolemn Seaſons, in which 
he hath requir'd us to reſt from all our 
worldly Cares and Labours, that we may 
the better attend his Worſhip and Service. 
Now the obſerving of theſe Seaſons will. 
help to take off our Minds from an inor- 
dinate purſuit ofthis World, and fix them 
on a better, *ewill recolleCt our ſcatter'd ' 
Thoughts, and preſerve a due Senſe of Pi- 
ety and Religion ; the publick Inſtrudti- 
ons of thoſe Seaſons ſerve to awaken _ 
h 4 
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ſtir us up to our Duty, and our Zeal is in- 
creaſed by the concurrence and example 
of each others Nevotion 3 by which means 
the Senſe and Fear of God is ſtill kept a- 
live in our Minds. 
Whereas by a careleſs neglect of Pulick 
Worſhip, God is in a manner excluded 
out of all our Thoughts, we become 
wholly immers'd in the Cares and Plea- 
ſures of this Life,and ſo naturally ſink intq 
Atheiſm and Impiety, So that to conti- 
nue ſound and ſerious in Religion, we 
muſt carefully frequent the Publick Wor- 
ſhip, and be mindful likewiſe of the Sea- 
{ons of private and ſecret Devotion, for 
theſe will withdraw our Minds from ſen- 
ſible Objefts, which are too apt to envei- 
gle us, and lead to the Contemplation 
of Divine and Heavenly things, by which 
alone the Senſe of God and Religion cag 
be preſerv'd. | 
Eighthly, To this we muſt add the Ex- 
erciſes of a Holy Life, without which the 
ſenſe of Religion will inſenſibly wear off 
and decay: A Profeſſion of Piety without 
PraQtice, is like a Tree without Fruit , 
which commonly dies away, or elſe is cut 
down and caſt into the Fire ; to make a 
fair ſhew of Religion, without a ſuitable 
Converſation, is but to deny God with 
the greater Solemnity, and however ſugh 
may ſeem, to flatter him with their Lips, 
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;\Laftly, To cure this Evil, let us often 
ponder upon the extream Folly and Dan- 
ger of Atheiſm ; the frequent and ſerious 
Conſideration whereof may help to for- 
tifie our Minds againſt it, and incline us to 
hate and abhor ſo vile an Enormity, 

Now the Atheiſts Folly is ſeen in the- 
badnefs of his arguing, and his Danger in 
the badneſs of his aCting. 

Of the former many inſtances have been 
given already ; to which I ſhall only add __..., 
one more, to wit, That the Atheiſt, in gg#,-:. 
ing about to prove there is no God, at» 8 
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tempts to prove a pure Negative, which _: 
all wiſe Men know tobe not only-abfard, /- +: 
but impoſlible, unleſs where the Beingiof-- © =$ 
a thing implies a Contradi&ion ; therein; .---, 
deed a Negative may be prov'd, for tis 
good Reaſoning, that. a thing is not;he-; - * 
cauſe it cannot be ; but where the Beans 
of a thing is not impoſſible, as none ever*-- 
yet pretended the Being of a God 'to be 41; / 
there, unleſs our Minds could grafp the, 
Knowledge of all poſſibilities, and compre». 
hend all things that are or may be, ſuch,” 73 
Reaſoning muſt be abſurd and inconſes; -*_* ® 
quent; for more things have an Exiſtenc&; 
in Nature, than in our Underſtanding,agd;-- -* 
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know not of. Again, ates” 7... 

The Notion of a God implying a Being,*".- 
that hath all poſſible PerfeQtions, ro deny, #5 
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| fich a Being is(as one hath well obſery'd) 
to aſſert a poſſibility impoſſible, which 
is a flat contradiction. Moreover, . 
Todeny that God is, isineffeQ toaffirm 
it impofſible'that he ſhould be ; for Eter- 
nity being an Eſſential and inſeparable 
PerfeQtion of a Deity, he muſt have been 
for eyer, or elſe he cannot be at all;fo that 
if hebe not now, he cannot begin to be; 
it being abſurd to affirm of a Being thar 
| hath no beginning, that it may begin to 
be, which is another of the Atheiſt's Con- 
' tradiQtions, and ſhews him guilty of bad 
Reaſoning with a witnels. 
| Neither is the Folly of his arguirig more 
apparent, than the Danger of his aQ- 
ing : for he throws himſelf upon the great- 
_ eſt of all Hazards, upon the greateſt of all 
 Uncertainties, which is a matter never 
enough to be conſider'd and lamented, 
| All that the Atheiſt builds _ is, that 
*tis fomewhat- a doubtful Cafe, whether 
there be a God or no, and that Men may. 
do well enough without the Belief or Fear 
of-him : But who but a Mad-man would 
run ſacha hazard, and ſtake down his im- 
mortal Soul'on ſuch a Peradventure ?In all 
doubtful Cafes, a thing may as well be as 
not be,and therefore matters ate to be well 
 weigh'd on both ſides, eſpecially if they 
6 are of Conthnnce and unalterable'; in 
i which Cafes our Duty and Wrſdom' is 
to incline to that ſide, that TOE 
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beſt Evidence, and the leaſt Hazards, 
Now for the Being of a God there are 
many has 4-4 and prefling Arguments, 
agg as much Evidenceas can be if he were 
inſt it, there is no proof pretended, nor 
Is ie indeed capable of any ; And which 
way now ought a prudent Man to deter- 
mine his aſſent ? 

If there be great Conveniences and no 
Danger on the one ſide, and ifthere be no 
Conveniences but vaſt Hazards on the 0- 
ther, *tis eafie to ſee on what fide all wiſe 
Men ought to incline : If there be no ſuch 
Being as a God, *ris much for the Conve- 
nience of Mankind to believe and aQt as if 
there were, for hereby the publick Peace 
and Order of the World, togerher with e- 
very Man's private. Benefit and Camfort 
are beſt preſerv'd ; and, there.can be.noin- 
COnVeniences in ach a Belief, but the caſt- 

ing off a. few ſenſual Luſts, which. leryegh- 
ly 0 make the preſent life I M7, 
uneaſie ;.and after this life, ſuppoling there LID 
oal other;the g ood Man. will fare:as w A 

any:- But © aenthe a God ang.a NE 

ate ac this, the Gopneniracengh 

gion. will infinitely. preponderate, for the 
that believe and ſerve him will be Een 
ly happy ; and they that disbeligvs.. 
neglc C him ſhall be: erernally and irreco- 


To conclude all, The Notiongof: a,God * 
ra ſo evident, fo ma and fo oo : 
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